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From  Rabbi  Elliot  J.  Cosgrove 


Hospitality,  after  all,  is  more  than  a  mitzvah 


Hakhnassat  Orkhim  (hospitality) 
is  not  always  the  easiest 
mitzvah  to  fulfill.  In  a  hectic  world, 
our  homes  mark  sacred  territory  protecting 
us  from  the  outside  world.  More  than 
just  physical  space,  a  home  also  provides 
a  protective  area  that  allows  us  to  “put 
our  guard  down.”  We  can  determine  who 
enters  our  home,  and  by  doing  so  (or  not) 
we  signal  our  willingness  to  let  another 
individual  cross  the  threshold  into  who 
we  are. 

As  this  bulletin  arrives,  our  community 
will  be  anticipating  the  festival  of  Sukkot. 
Beyond  the  lulav  and  etrog,  the  most 
recognizable  symbol  of  this  holiday  is  of 
course,  the  Sukkah,  the  fragile  booths  we 
build  which  are  hopefully  large  enough 
for  a  meal  to  take  place.  Traditionally, 
these  structures  are  understood  to  provide 
a  corrective  against  becoming  excessively 
attached  to  turf.  Reminiscent  of  the 
wilderness  wanderings,  we  eat  in  booths 
to  remind  us  that  our  dwellings  are  never 
as  permanent  as  we  would  often  have 
ourselves  believe.  My  family  is  looking 
forward  to  celebrating  many  Sukkot 


meals  in  the  Park  Avenue  rooftop  sukkah. 

This  year,  I  encourage  you  to  consider 
the  message  of  a  sukkah  to  also  include 
the  mitzvah  of  Hakhnassat  Orkhim.  A 
sukkah  is,  by  definition,  a  semi-permeable 
shelter;  it  allows  the  elements  in  even  as  it 
provides  protection.  So  too,  over  Sukkot 
we  are  asked  to  welcome  “Ushpizin,  ”  the 
seven  celestial  guests  that  we  greet  each 
night  of  the  holiday.  Our  family  welcomes 
not  just  the  traditional  Abraham,  Isaac, 
Jacob,  Moses,  Aaron,  Joseph  and  David 
but  also  seven  female  Ushpizot:  Sarah, 
Miriam,  Deborah,  Hannah,  Avigail, 

Huldah  and  Esther.  Another  custom 
involves  designating  the  meal  portion  for 
ushpizin  to  the  needy. 

Most  importantly,  whether  you  are 
building  a  sukkah  or  not,  please  use  this 


time  of  year  to  consider  just  how  hospi¬ 
table  your  home  really  is.  When  was  the 
last  time  you  invited  a  new  family  into 
your  home?  Have  you  ever  called  the  shul 
to  ask  if  there  are  any  new  members  in  the 
community  that  may  be  interested  in  home 
hospitality?  Are  you  able  to  commit  to 
one  Shabbat  a  month  that  you  invite  new 
people  into  your  home?  There  is  no  better 
way  to  build  a  sense  of  community. 

To  help  the  needy,  to  build  community, 
or  simply  to  extend  kindness — there  are 
many  reasons  to  welcome  people  into 
your  home.  I  would  suggest  it  also  offers 
a  householder  the  opportunity  to  expand 
his  or  her  horizons.  A  new  face  at  your 
table  will  help  the  members  of  your  home 
expand  beyond  your  natural  social  circles, 
perhaps  learn  new  Jewish  rituals  and 
grow  in  warmth  and  wisdom.  Hospitality, 
after  all,  is  more  than  a  mitzvah,  but  also 
a  spiritual  demeanor  to  which  we  can 
all  aspire.  Debbie  and  I  wish  the  entire 
community  a  healthy  and  happy  holiday 
and  look  forward  to  many  new  friendships 
in  the  years  ahead. 
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A  Message  about  Programming  from  Paul  Corwin 


Our  programming  in  the  coming  year 
aims  to  enable  each  of  us  to  encounter  our 
new  Rabbis,  to  come  together  as  a  community, 
and  to  explore  the  theme  of  Leadership. 


In  the  past  five  years,  our  P.A.S. 
community  programming  has 
explored  Israel,  the  "sparks" 
of  our  Jewish  identity,  and  our 
spiritual  paths.  We  had  a  chance  in 
our  125th  anniversary  year  to  learn  about 
the  history  of  our  synagogue,  express 
our  affinity  for  Israel,  and  rededicate 
ourselves  to  Torah.  Now,  we  move  into  a 
new  era:  new  leadership  in  our  synagogue 
and  new  leadership  in  our  country.  Our 
programming  in  the  coming  year  aims  to 
enable  each  of  us  to  encounter  our  new 
Rabbis,  to  come  together  as  a  community, 
and  to  explore  the  theme  of  Leadership. 

We  follow  up  an  exciting  month  of 
September  in  which  we  enjoyed  the  Instal¬ 
lation  of  Rabbi  Cosgrove  and  Selichot 
with  Prof.  Paul  Mendes-Flohr.  We  will 
be  continuing  two  morning  classes  that 
we  launched  over  the  Summer:  Rabbi 
Cosgrove  is  teaching  "Essential  Essays" 
on  Tuesdays,  and  Rabbi  Graetz  is  teach¬ 
ing  "Jewish  Text"  on  Thursdays.  Each 
morning  class  is  ongoing,  requires  no  prior 
knowledge,  includes  coffee,  and  is  being 
offered  from  8  to  8:45  am,  after  Minyan. 
We  hope  that  you  will  choose  to  come  for 
the  caffeine,  for  the  camaraderie,  and  for 
the  intellectual  stimulation. 

After  the  Holy  Days,  we  will  launch 
our  series  of  Monday  night  Hebrew  class¬ 
es,  where  we  will  be  offering  five  differ¬ 
ent  levels  of  conversational  and  prayer 
Hebrew.  Rabbi  Graetz  also  will  offer  a 
special  Monday  night  liturgy  class  entitled 
“The  Sacred  Theatre:  What  Are  We  Act¬ 
ing  Out  During  the  Prayer  Service?”  Our 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  adult  midday  learn¬ 
ing  groups  will  continue  to  meet  with  our 
clergy  and  education  professionals. 

With  great  teachers  in  our  midst,  we 
will  be  offering  two  Adult  Ed  classes  on 


Tuesday  nights  in  November:  one  will 
feature  Rabbi  Cosgrove  teaching  "New 
Beginnings"  and  the  other  will  feature 
Professor  Naomi  Graetz — wife  of  Rabbi 
Graetz  and  a  renowned  bible  scholar — 
teaching  "Judge,  Prophet  and  Queens: 
Women  as  Leaders  in  the  Bible."  In  addi¬ 
tion,  Rabbi  Graetz  will  be  teaching  “Can 
the  State  of  Israel  Survive  Judaism?”  at  a 


Autumn  Program  Calendar — enclosed  in  this  issue 


midtown  office  location.  We  will  continue 
our  Israeli  Film  Series,  with  Rabbi  Graetz 
introducing  the  films  and  discussing  how 
they  reflect  issues  in  modem  Israeli  soci¬ 
ety.  We  will  have  a  new  photo  exhibition 
in  our  P.A.S.  Gallery,  with  educational 
programs  surrounding  that  show.  We  will 
have  community  Friday  night  Shabbat  din¬ 
ners  in  November  and  December  featur¬ 
ing  our  Rabbis  exploring  issues  that  are 
of  interest  to  them  and  to  us.  Please  plan 
to  join  us  for  the  first  of  these  dinners,  on 
November  7,  when  we  welcome  Prof.  Alan 
Brinkley,  Provost  and  Professor  of  History 


at  Columbia  University,  to  speak  about 
“A  Historian’s  View  of  Election  2008." 

It  promises  to  be  a  timely  discussion  of 
whatever  happens  on  Election  Day! 

Holiday  celebrations  at  P.A.S.  are 
always  a  time  to  come  together  for  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences.  Even  as  our  focus  is 
on  the  High  Holy  Days,  1  encourage  you 
to  take  part  in  two  upcoming  celebra¬ 
tions:  First,  please  come  to  celebrate  the 
festival  of  Sukkot  by  signing  up  to  have 
a  meal  in  our  beautiful  rooftop  Sukkah. 

It  is  a  happy  time,  the  Sukkah  is  always 
beautiful,  and  it  is  a  wonderful  chance  to 
meet  other  congregants  over  a  meal.  The 
Festival  is  followed  by  our  communal 
celebration  of  Simchat  Torah  where  we 
complete  the  reading  of  the  Torah  and  start 
over  again-always  an  inspirational  and 
fun  day  at  PAS.  Second,  in  December,  we 
have  planned  Hanukkah  celebrations  for 
members  of  all  ages,  including  a  day  of  in- 
tergenerational  arts  projects,  a  concert  by 
HaZamir  Chorale,  our  traditional  (and  al¬ 
ways  fun)  Religious  School  Zimriyah,  and 
a  return  of  the  All-Arms  Hanukkah  Party. 
Please  watch  the  Bulletin,  the  website 
(www.pasyn.org),  and  the  Fall  Program¬ 
ming  Brochure  for  more  information  about 
these  events  and  for  information  how  to 
sign  up  to  attend. 

All  of  this  is  in  addition  to  the  multiple 
Arms  events  and  events  that  are  sponsored 
for  children  and  families  by  our  schools 
and  Parent  Associations.  But  I  want  to 
feature  two  fixtures  of  our  Fall  calendar  as 
"don't  miss"  opportunities  to  experience 
the  best  of  our  offerings:  from  November 
1 0  to  13  our  annual  Book  Fair  will  fill  the 
Lower  Level.  And  Mitzvah  Sunday  on  No¬ 
vember  23  gives  congregants  of  all  ages  a 
chance  to  come  together  and  give  a  little 
back  to  the  city  in  which  we  live. 

continued  on  page  13 
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Scholar-in-Residence,  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 


Rabbi  Michael 
Graetz  brings 
Park  Avenue 


Synagogue 
an  impressive 
background 
as  a  scholar, 
a  Zionist,  and 
a  pulpit  rabbi. 


As  "Scholar  in  Residence" 
for  2008-2009,  Rabbi  Michael 
Graetz'  extraordinary  skills  will  be 
fully  recognized.  His  contributions  are 
evident  in  special  classes  and  his  editing 
of  materials  such  as  the  High  Holy  Day 
inserts.  In  addition,  we  will  all  appreciate 
his  artistic  ability  as  we  view  the 
exhibition  of  his  photographs  of  the  Israeli 
desert,  "God's  Vase"  in  our  gallery. 

All  congregants  are  encouraged  to 
participate  in  some  or  all  of  the  classes 
that  Rabbi  Graetz  will  be  conducting.  One 
highlight  is  the  ongoing  Thursday  morning 
class  held  after  Minyan,  at  8:00  am: 

"Jewish  Text."  Exploring  the  Mishnah, 
one  of  our  basic  texts  (in  English),  helps 
to  understand  the  main  ideas  and  the  core 
values  of  rabbinic  Judaism.  We  often  find 
that  the  spectrum  of  ideas  in  the  Jewish 
world  that  we  consider  modern  were  there 
in  the  second  century  at  the  very  beginning 
of  Judaism  as  we  know  it.  The  Mishnah 
includes  a  wide  range  of  opinions  on  every 
issue;  revealing  a  wide  range  of  belief 
and  understanding,  and  encourages  us  to 
reflect  on  many  issues  and  practices,  such 
as  citizenship,  business  ethics,  treatment 
of  employees,  and  medical  ethics. 

Another  weekly  class  will  be  taught 
with  Rabbi  Cosgrove:  On  Tuesdays  at 
1 1:00  am  "Jewish  Thought  in  our  Day" 
will  involve  discussion  of  essays  focusing 
on  Jewish  thought  and  theology  by 
contemporary  writers.  Reading  materials 
will  be  made  available  in  the  lobby. 

For  Sukkot,  Rabbi  Graetz  will  offer 
a  class  for  families:  "Who  is  Invited  to 
Your  Sukkah?"  in  which  we  will  journey 
through  Jewish  history  meeting  famous 
personalities  through  the  Sukkot  custom  of 
Ushpizin,  inviting  guests  to  our  Sukkah. 

In  November,  Rabbi  Graetz  will 
conduct  a  series  of  classes  in  the  midtown 
office  of  a  congregant.  The  discussions 
will  focus  on  the  provocative  question 
"Can  the  State  of  Israel  survive  Judaism?" 

Supplementing  the  regular  Monday 
night  Hebrew  classes.  Rabbi  Graetz 
will  add  two  new  classes:  "The  Study  of 
Hebrew  Texts"  is  for  those  able  to  read 
and  understand  Hebrew. 


Later  on  Monday  nights,  "Sacred 
Theater,"  a  new  class,  open  to  all,  will 
answer  the  question:  "What  are  we  acting 
out  during  the  prayer  service?"  Ritual 
has  been  described  as  the  'sacred  theater' 
of  prayer,  in  which  events  of  the  past  are 
re-lived  and  the  future  is  felt.  The  class 
will  explore  the  rituals — bowing,  stepping 
forward  or  backward,  raising  or  lowering 
our  glances — associated  with  prayer 
services.  The  class  will  be  in  English. 

As  a  special  addition  to  our 
programming,  Naomi  Graetz,  the 
Rabbi's  wife,  who  teaches  at  Ben  Gurion 
University  and  is  a  noted  Jewish/feminist 
scholar  and  writer,  will  teach  "Judge, 
Prophet  and  Queens":  Women  as  leaders 
in  the  Bible. 

Already  being  planned  for  next 
semester  is  a  Master  Class,  a  major 
program  to  be  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
exploring  the  changes  in  Conservative 
Judaism  in  the  past  50  years.  We  will 
look  at  "Tradition  and  Change,"  the 
classic  book  of  Conservative  Judaism 
that  contains  essays  written  by  some  of 
the  great  thinkers  of  that  time  By  reading 
contemporary  and  more  modem  thinkers, 
and  inviting  many  of  these  leaders  to  come 
and  talk  with  us,  we  will  reflect  on  how  we 
have  evolved  and  where  we  may  be  going. 

Returning  to  New  York  after  many 
years  in  Israel,  Rabbi  Graetz  sees  changes 
in  Jewish  life:  while  there  is  strong 
continual  involvement  and  commitment, 
vibrant  Jewish  life  and  strong  Jewish 
cultural  activity,  there  is  also  concern  for 
the  future  of  Jewish  life  in  the  U.S.  as 
the  number  of  Jews  who  are  members  of 
synagogues  is  going  down. 

It  is  vital  to  attract  and  keep  young 
people.  He  is  working  with  Ron  Koas 
and  Shlomi  Cohen  of  the  Congregational 
School  and  the  High  School  on  enriching 
our  educational  programming.  They  are 
exploring  some  informal  study  programs 
for  teenagers  and  college  students, 
including  Internet  learning. 

Fur  details  on  all  classes  mentioned,  see  event 
calendar  and  listings  of  classes  and  programs. 


4 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Bulletin 


"The  excitement  at  P.A.S.  is  electric  right 
now,"  asserts  Brian  Lustbader,  our  new  President.  As 
he  works  with  Chairman  Steven  Friedman  to  further  the 
goals  of  the  synagogue,  they  appreciate  that  they  are  on 
a  new  playing  field,  able  to  build  on  the  base  created  by 
the  past  administration.  Mechanisms  are  in  place  to  allow 
the  smooth  operation  of  various  aspects  of  synagogue  life: 
observance,  arms,  committees,  staff,  and  budgets. 

After  reviewing  P.A.S.  history  the  past  several  years, 
he  says  that  now  is  the  time  to  focus  on  the  future.  "Our 
potential  is  enormous;  with  our  wonderful  programming, 
the  enthusiasm  of  our  new  Rabbis  and  our  new  adminis¬ 
tration,  think  what  more  we  can  do  to  increase  the  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  synagogue!  It  makes  me  feel  honored  and 
privileged  to  be  in  this  position  at  this  time." 

Brian  will  continue  to  work  with  the  committees  and 
areas  he  had  been  involved  with  and  work  in  other  areas  as  well: 
He  will  continue  his  involvement  with  the  Havurah,  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Protocol  Committee,  and  the  Men's 
Club,  and  will  continue  his  discussions  with 
the  Clergy  regarding  Shabbat  and  Holiday 
services,  including  the  Friday  Night  Passion¬ 
ate  Davening  service  that  he  helped  initiate. 

His  new  responsibilities  include  solidifying 
PA. S.’s  relationship  with  JTS,  through  the 
Friends  of  JTS  Committee,  as  well  as  over¬ 
seeing  in  general  the  Education  Committee 
and  the  search  for  another  permanent  rabbi 
who  is  to  begin  in  2009/10  (5770). 

Not  surprisingly,  all  this  means  many 
meetings,  In  fact,  throughout  this  past  sum¬ 
mer  he  participated  in  numerous  dialogues 
and  brainstorming  sessions  with  all  of  the 
Rabbis  and  Cantors,  with  committee  leaders 
and  staff,  all  in  order  to  chart  a  path  going  forward  and  imple¬ 
ment  long-  term  projects.  These  sessions  have  been  enormously 
well  received.  Everyone  is  impressed  with  the  enthusiasm  and 
energy  that  they  feel  from  Rabbi  Cosgrove  and  from  each  other. 
At  the  same  time,  they  want  very  much  to  involve  as  many  new 
congregants  as  possible. 

Benefiting  from  his  own  increasing  commitment  to  obser¬ 
vance,  Brian  has  been  able  to  contribute  in  a  number  of  areas: 

The  Havurah  service  is  particularly  important  to  him,  and  he 
is  holding  discussions  about  both  increasing  participation  and 
avoiding  any  conflict  with  the  regular  Sanctuary  service.  As  head 


of  the  Religious  Protocol  Committee,  he  has  spearheaded  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  several  pamphlets  offering  guidance  about  practices 
regarding  mourning,  B'nai  Mitzvah  celebrations,  and  weddings. 

In  tracing  his  increased  level  of  obser¬ 
vance  over  the  course  of  his  life,  having 
grown  up  Reform,  Brian  notes  that  while  at 
MIT,  he  realized  that  he  could  meet  his  own 
needs  for  engagement,  gratification,  and 
structure  by  becoming  more  observant.  Con¬ 
sistent  with  that  view,  when  he  and  Rachel 
married  after  graduation  from  Columbia  Law 
School,  where  they  had  met,  they  decided  to 
keep  a  Kosher  home.  Rachel  too  has  become 
active,  most  recently  working  as  chair  of  re¬ 
cruiting  for  the  highly  successful  2007  Israel 
trip.  Both  of  their  respective  families  have 
played  an  important  role  in  their  lives  and 
their  children  were  educated  at  P.A.S.  all  the 
way  from  ECC  through  High  School. 

Brian's  role  at  P.A.S.  continues  to  grow;  and  based  on  his  own 
experience,  he  wants  to  share  his  feelings  of  commitment  and 
satisfaction  with  the  congregation.  He  sees  his  role  as  President 
as  encouraging  greater  participation.  "We  want  to  engage  all 
members  of  the  community,  enhance  existing  programs,  and 
where  appropriate,  change  others,  but  only  effect  change  that  has 
been  reached  by  consensus,  maximizing  the  number  of  con¬ 
gregants  and  clergy  and  staff  who  participate  in  those  decisions. 
The  concept  is  that  as  many  members  of  the  community  at  large 
as  possible  become  invested  in  what  we  are  doing — both  today 
and  as  we  proudly  move  forward." 


"We  want  to 
engage  all 
members 
of  the 

community" 


nnm> 


Celebrating  a  Simcha ?  A  birthday,  anniversary,  engagement, 
wedding,  new  grandchild,  or  anything  else  for  which  you  are  grateful? 
Sponsor  a  breakfast  Kiddush  any  weekday  after  our  Morning  Minyan. 


Contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  the  synagogue  for  more  information,  212-369-2600  or  lschneider@pasyn.org. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Schedule  of  Religious  Services 


Wednesday,  October  1  Tishrei  2 
Rosh  Hashanah 

8:30 am  Morning  Service 
10:00  am  Shofar 
10:30  am  Sermon 
5:45  pm  Mincha 

Thursday,  October  2  Tishrei  3 
Fast  of  Gedaliah 

Friday,  October  3  Tishrei  4 
Candle  lighting:  6:16  pm 
5:15 pm  Tot  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
6:15 pm  Friday  Night  Special 

Musical  Shabbat  Service 

Saturday,  October  4  Tishrei  5 

Shabbat  Shuva 

Parashat  Vayeilech 

9:1 5  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Elizabeth  Winter, 

daughter  of  Alison  Newman  Levine  and 

Lee  Winter  and  step-daughter  of  Alan 

Levine  and  Fara  Winter 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

11:15  am  Nitzanim  Service 

Wednesday,  October  8  Tishrei  9 

Erev  Yom  Kippur 

Candle  lighting:  6:08  pm 
i:00 pm  Offices  Close 
1:30 pm  Mincha 
6:00 pm  Kol  Nidre  Service 
7:00 pm  Sermon 


Thursday,  October  9  Tishrei  10 
Yom  Kippur 

9:00  am  Morning  Service 
1 1:15  am  Sermon 
LOWER  level: 

2:45  pm  Yizkor 
3:15 pm  Break 
4:15  pm  Mincha 
5:45  pm  Neilah 
7:05 pm  Fast  ends 
sanctuary: 

3:00  pm  Yizkor 
3:45 pm  Break 
4:00  pm  Mincha 
5:15  pm  Neilah 
7:05 pm  Fast  ends 

Friday,  October  10  Tishrei  11 
Candle  lighting:  6:05  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  October  1 1  Tishrei  12 

Parashat  Ha'Azinu 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bar  Mitzvah  of  Sam  Raskin, 

son  of  Carol  Goldstein  and  Robert  Raskin 

Monday,  October  13  Tishrei  14 

Erev  Sukkot 

Candle  lighting:  6:00 pm 

9:00 am  Morning  Minyan 

5:45pm  Mincha/ Maariv  Erev  Sukkot  Service 

Tuesday,  October  14  Tishrei  15 
First  Day  of  Sukkot 

7:30  am  Hashkama  Service 

9:15  am  Sukkot  Service 

5:45  pm  Mincha/ Maariv  Sukkot  Service 


Wednesday,  October  15  Tishrei  16 
Second  Day  of  Sukkot 

7:30  am  Hashkama  Service 

9:15  am  Sukkot  Service 

5:45 pm  Mincha/Maariv  Sukkot  Service 

Thursday,  October  16  Tishrei  17 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
7:15  am  Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot  Morning 
Service 

Friday,  October  17  Tishrei  18 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
Candle  lighting:  5:54  pm 
7:15  am.  Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot  Morning 
Service 

6:15 pm  Friday  Night  Special  Musical 
Shabbat/Sukkot  Service 

Saturday,  October  18  Tishrei  19 

Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Shabbat  Flonoring  the  Yahrtzeit  of  Cantor 

David  J.  Putterman  Z"L 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Leah  Steinmetz, 

daughter  of  Cindi  and  Harry  Steinmetz 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

11:15  am  Tot  Shabbat 

12:00 pm  Havurah  Luncheon  in  the  Sukkah 

Sunday,  October  19  Tishrei  20 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 

Monday,  October  20  Tishrei  21 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
Hoshana  Rabbah 
Candle  lighting:  5:50  pm 
6:30  am  Morning  Minyan 
5:45 pm  Mincha/Erev  Shemini  Atzeret 
Service 


ANY  CHANGES  ARE  NOTED  WHEN  THEY  OCCUR 

Daily  Minyanim  Monday-Friday  at  7:15  um\  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays  at  9:00  am. 
Mincha  Sunday-Thursday  at  5:45 pm\  Saturdays  at  6:00 pm. 

Hashkama  Saturdays  and  Yom  Tov  at  7:30  am. 

Information  is  subject  to  change.  Confirm  at  tvww.pasyn.org  or  with  the  Synagogue  office. 


RABBI  ELLIOT  J.  COSGROVE  AND  RABBI  MICHAEL  J.  GRAETZ  WILL  PREACH  AND  CONDUCT  THE  SERVICES  TOGETHER  WITH 
CANTOR  DAVID  LEFKOWITZ  AND  CANTOR  NANCY  ABRAMSON  AND  THE  SYNAGOGUE  CHOIR,  WITH  NEIL  ROBINSON  AT  THE  ORGAN. 
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High  Holy  Days  Youth  Services 


Tuesday,  October  2 1  Tishrei  22 
Shemini  Atzeret 
7:15  am  Hashkama  Service 
9:i5am  Festival  Servic e/Yizkor 
6:00pmErev  Simchat  Torah  Service 

Wednesday,  October  22  Tishrei  23 

Simchat  Torah 

7:00  am  Hashkama  Service 
9:15  am  Simchat  Torah  Service 

Friday,  October  24  Tishrei  25 
Candle  lighting:  5:44  pm 
6:15pm  Friday  Evening  Service 
Children's  Birthday  Service 

Saturday,  October  25  Tishrei  26 

Parashat  Bereshit 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Samantha  Cohen, 

daughter  of  Laura  and  Michael  Cohen 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

Wednesday,  October  29  Tishrei  30 
Rosh  Chodesh  Cheshvan 

Thursday,  October  30  Cheshvan  1 
Rosh  Chodesh  Cheshvan 

Friday,  October  31  Cheshvan  2 
Candle  lighting:  5:35  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 


Shabbat  Honoring 
the  Yahrtzeit  of  Cantor 
David  J.  Putterman  Z"L 

Saturday,  October  18  I  9:15  am 

At  Shabbat  Services  in  the  Sanctuary, 
we  will  observe  the  29th  Yahrtzeit  of 
Hazzan  David  J.  Putterman,  who  served 
P.A.S.  as  Cantor  from  1933-1976.  He 
was  an  American-born  Jewish  visionary 
of  historical  significance  who  brought 
a  wealth  of  vitality  and  distinction  to 
our  synagogue.  He  encouraged  con¬ 
temporary  composers  and  musicians  to 
enrich  the  traditions  of  Jewish  music 
and  helped  to  create  a  body  of  American 
liturgical  music  with  roots  in  our  history 
that  continues  to  sing  out  to  us  now. 


Wednesday,  October  1  Tishrei  2 
Rosh  Hashanah 

Tots  ( 1  1/2-3) 

1 1:15  am— 12:00 pm  I  A?ow508 

Nursery  (3-4  Vz) 

1 1:00  am— 12:00 pm  I  Rooms  509,  502 

Pre-K  Gan  (4-5  Vz) 

10:15  am— 12:15  pm  I  Rooms3>05 ,  306,  309 
An  adult  is  required  to  accompany  each 
child  at  these  services. 

Alef-Bet  (6-7) 

10:15  am— 12:15 pm  I  Rooms  405,  406,  408 
Adult  accompaniment  of  children  is  optional. 

Gimel-Doled  (8-9) 

10:15  am— 12:15 pm  I  Rooms  303,  304 

Hay-Vav  (10-1 1 ) 

10:15  am— 12:15  pm  I  Room20^> 

Adults  are  asked  not  to  accompany  children  in 
these  services. 

7th— 1 0th  Grade  Kiddush 

12:30 pm  I  Room  206 

1 1  th/1 2th  Grade,  College 
&  Post-College  Kiddush 
12:30pm  I  Cohen  Library 


Notes  on  Youth  Services 

Rosh  Hashanah/  Wednesday,  October  1 
Yom  Kippur,  Thursday,  October  9 


Thursday,  October  9  Tishrei  10 
Yom  Kippur 

Kol  Nidre  Services 
Tots(l  1/2-3) 

6:00 pm— 6:45 pm  I  Room  508 

Nursery  (3-4  Vz) 

6:00 pm— 7:30 pm  I  Rooms  509,  502 

Pre-K  Gan  (4-5  Vz) 

6:00 pm— 7:30 pm  I  Rooms  305,  306,  309 
An  adult  is  required  to  accompany  each 
child  at  these  services. 

Alef-Bet  (6-7) 

6:00 pm— 7:30. pm  I  Rooms 405,  406,  408 
Adult  accompaniment  of  children  is  optional. 

Gimel-Doled  (8-9) 

6:00 pm— 7:30 pm  I  Rooms  303 ,  304 

Hay—  Vav  (10-11) 

6:00 pm— 7:30 pm  I  /?<w«308 

Adults  are  asked  not  to  accompany  children  in 

these  services. 

7th— 8th  Grade 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm  I  Rothschild  Library 
Kesher  Service 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm  I  Appleman  Chapel 
(11  th/1 2th  grade,  college  &  post  college) 


We're  excited  that  every  inch  of  P.A.S.  is  used  for  Services.  Unfortuately,  this 
means  that  there  is  no  available  space  to  provide  child  care  for  very  young  children. 
Kindly  make  your  own  babysitting  arrangements  for  younger  children.  We  do, 
however,  offer  appropriate  worship  opportunities  for  children  of  every  age,  from  1 
Vz  years.  If  you  must  bring  a  stroller,  please  park  it  on  the  roof  of  the  building.  We 
ask  that  you  do  not  bring  strollers  into  the  services  or  leave  them  anywhere  inside 
the  building.  Strollers  left  in  hallways  will  be  removed.  If  your  child  is  in  an  age 
group  for  which  there  are  multiple  services  taking  place,  please  join  a  service  that  is 
not  yet  filled  to  capacity. 

There  will  be  no  youth  or  Young  Adult  services  (7th—  1 2th  Grade  and  College)  on 
the  second  day  of  Rosh  Hashanah. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Who  is  invited  to  Your 
Sukkah?  Guests  from 
Jewish  History 


Sunday,  October  12 
10:00-10:45  am 
Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 

Join  us  in  a  family  journey  through 
Jewish  history  meeting  famous  per¬ 
sonalities  through  the  Sukkot  custom 
of  Ushpizin — guests  from  Jewish 
history — invited  to  our  Sukkah. 


Sukkah  Art  Decorating 
Workshop 

Sunday,  October  12 
10:00  am-12:00  Noon 
Ellen  Alt  and  Sarah  Gribetz 

No  charge 

Exercise  your  creativity  and  help  us 
to  decorate  our  Sukkah.  Fun  for  the 
whole  family! 


Honoring  Our  Members  At  Simchat  Torah 

Wednesday,  October  22  I  9:15  am 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue  follows  the  Simchat  Torah  practice  of  honoring  two  members 
who  have  made  significant  contributions  to  the  life  of  our  synagogue  and  to  the  Jewish 
community.  In  accordance,  at  this  year's  Simchat  Torah  service,  we  will  honor  and  call 
to  the  Torah  two  very  special  congregants:  Joel  Hirschtritt  and  Susan  Silverman. 


Joel  S.  Hirschtritt,  selected  as  Chatan  Torah  for 
5769,  exemplifies  the  Jewish  values  that  have  made 
P.A.S.  survive  for  125  years.  There  is  one  question 
however:  how  does  he  find  time  to  carry  out  all  of 
the  mitzvot  that  he  does,  while  being  listed  as  a 
“New  York  Super  Lawyer”  and  serving  as  Manag¬ 
ing  Partner  in  Tannenbaum  Helpern  Syracuse  & 
Hirschtritt  LLP,  the  law  firm  of  which  he  was  a 
founder? 

Joel  has  been  an  officer  of  our  Board  of  Trustees 
for  ten  years,  and  became  a  Vice  President  under 
Amy  Bressman's  chairmanship.  His  skills,  knowledge  and  experience  as  an  attorney 
have  been  called  upon  frequently,  in  a  variety  of  situations,  at  P.A.S. 

Clearly,  he  knows  and  acts  on  what  is  important:  P.A.S.  has  played  a  significant 
part  in  the  life  of  the  Hirschtritt  family.  Both  Joel  and  his  wife  Nancy  had  been 
widowed  and  each  had  two  young  children  when  they  married.  Each  adopted  the 
other's  children.  Part  of  the  decision  about  how  and  where  to  live  to  assure  the 
strength  and  quality  of  their  family  life  involved  moving  to  a  comfortable  apartment  in 
Manhattan  and  joining  P.A.S. — they  have  been  congregants  for  18  years.  The  children 
attended  Congregational  School  and  High  School  and  were  Bar  and  Bat  Mitzvah  here. 
Joel's  parents  enjoyed  coming  to  Manhattan  from  upstate  to  join  the  family  at  High 
Holy  Day  services.  They  later  resided  at  the  Jewish  Home  &  Hospital,  where  Nancy’s 
97  year  old  mother  now  lives.  Joel  continues  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  the  Jewish 
Home  &  Hospital  and  is  actively  involved  in  helping  to  build  a  new  nursing  home 
facility  on  its  Manhattan  campus  on  106th  Street. 

Joel  is  a  true  New  Yorker.  He  grew  up  in  the  Bronx  and  graduated  from  City 
College  and  New  York  University  School  of  Law.  He  was  Bar  Mitzvah  at  Kingsbridge 
Heights  Jewish  Center  under  Rabbi  Israel  Miller.  Even  more  profound  than  the 
learning  that  resulted  from  five  days  a  week  of  Hebrew  School,  was  his  foundation 
in  Jewish  values — which  continues  to  manifest  itself  as  his  commitment  to  his  own 
family,  the  extended  Jewish  community  and  the  wider  world  of  communal  benefit; 
including  health,  social  services,  and  the  arts.  Among  the  groups  in  which  Joel  has 
been  a  leader  are  the  Citizens  Budget  Committee;  Concordia:  A  Chamber  Symphony; 
the  New  York  University  School  of  Law;  the  Housing  and  Community  Preservation 
Task  Force  of  UJA-Federation;  the  National  Neurofibromatosis  Foundation  and 
the  Learning  Resource  Center  at  Columbia  Grammar  &  Preparatory  School.  Joel 
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Joel  Hirschtritt  continued 

is  currently  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Lawyers 
Division  of  UJA-Federation  and  Vice  President  of  the  Real  Estate 
Committee  of  UJA-Federation. 

In  his  modesty,  Joel  talked  as  much  about  his  wife  as  about 
himself.  He  gives  Nancy  much  of  the  credit  for  their  family’s 
strong  commitment  to  Judaism.  Joel  describes  with  pride  Nancy’s 
fine  Jewish  education  in  Boston  where  she  grew  up  and  her 
intense  professional  Jewish  involvement  as  an  adult — after 
working  at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary,  she  now  serves 
at  UJA  as  Executive  Assistant  to  the  Office  of  the  President 
and  Chairman  of  the  Board..  She  also  serves  P.A.S.  in  many 
capacities,  including  working  on  the  Gala  Committee. 


The  Hirschtritt  family  comprises  their  four  adult  children: 
Jonathan,  Alexandra  Kay,  Stefanie  Ruch  and  Marisa  Certilman 
and  sons  two  sons-in-law,  David  Kay  and  Jonathan  Ruch. 

Stefanie  and  Jonathan  Ruch  are  expecting  their  first  child,  who 
will  be  the  happily-awaited  first  grandchild  for  Joel  and  Nancy. 

The  most  basic  reasons  for  Joel  Hirschtritt' s  committed  life 
can  be  epitomized  in  a  moment  that  he  recalls  with  a  smile;  he 
was  sitting  with  his  son  during  High  Holy  Day  services  at  P.A.S. 
some  years  ago  when  his  son  became  restless;  and  he  asked  Joel, 
"Dad,  how  can  you  sit  here  all  day?"  The  full  answer  came  to  him 
as  he  replied,  "The  reason  I  am  here  all  day  is  that  you  are  also 
here  sitting  next  to  me  in  synagogue." 


Susan  Brous  Silverman 

The  people  chosen  for  Simchat 
Torah  kavod  truly  personify 
the  values  that  we  at  P.A.S. 
most  respect  and  share.  Susan 
Silverman,  this  year's  Challat 
B'reishit  lives  her  dedication  to 
children — her  own  and  those 
of  the  congregation — and  to 
education. 

She  has  served  P.A.S.  for 
many  years  in  a  variety  of 
capacities:  she  currently  chairs  the  Education  Committee  and 
is  on  the  Board  Leadership  Committee.  She  was  School  Board 
Chairman  for  six  years  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees; 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Committees  for  Israel,  Kol  Nidre, 

Theme,  Family  Education,  Shabbaton,  JTS/P.A.S.,  Gala,  and 
the  125th  Anniversary  she  has  shared  her  vision  and  given  of 
herself  as  she  helped  develop  the  educational  component  of  many 
programs. 

Susan  and  her  husband  Jeffrey  have  been  members  since  their 
marriage  over  21  years  ago,  when  her  grandmother  gave  them 
membership  as  a  wedding  gift.  They  now  have  three  sons:  Sam, 
16;  Adam,  14;  and  Jeremy,  9  Vi.  They  all  started  in  the  P.A.S. 

ECC — as  did  Susan's  immersion,  when  Sam  was  first  enrolled. 
Sam  and  Adam  are  now  in  the  High  School,  and  Jeremy  in  the 
Congregational  School. 

Her  progression  at  P.A.S.  was  rapid  and  significant: 
she  joined,  then  headed,  the  Parents'  Association,  then  the 
Family  Education  Committee,  and  became  involved  with  the 
congregation's  lay  leadership  as  well  as  the  professional  staff. 

She  now  chairs  the  Education  Committee,  which  has  oversight 
over  all  the  schools  and  adult  education  programs  at  P.A.S.  Susan 
describes  the  committee's  current  function  "as  sounding  board 
and  conduit"  from  professionals  to  congregation  and  enhancing 
communication  among  the  various  departments  and  those 
involved  with  them.  As  needed,  the  committee  has  been  involved 


with  policy  and  searches. 

Their  goal  is  to  make  seamless  transitions  from  grade-to- 
grade  or  school-to-school  by  working  closely  with  the  directors, 
Carol  Hendin,  Ron  Koas  and  Shlomi  Cohen.  They  want  to  make 
our  High  School  programs  more  inviting  through  a  variety  of 
activities  and  our  HS  to  be  a  meaningful  resource  for  students  as 
they  prepare  for  college. 

Although  Susan's  degree  is  in  Communications  and  she  had 
worked  in  TV  and  event  planning — a  field  in  which  she  has 
recently  returned  to  do  some  part  time  paid  work — education  as 
a  field  of  specialization  came  naturally  to  Susan.  Her  mother  is 
an  educational  consultant  and  all  her  parents  and  grandparents 
were  involved  in  synagogue  education;  in  fact,  her  father's  family 
founded  a  synagogue  on  the  Upper  West  Side.  Her  sister  and 
brother  and  their  families  are  also  members  of  P.A.S.;  deepening 
the  family's  commitment.  Not  surprising,  Susan  and  Jeffrey 
find  that  many  of  their  friends  are  also  members,  and  their  lives 
revolve  around  the  synagogue  and  its  programs.  Both  Sam  and 
Adam  were  Bar  Mitzvah  on  their  respective  trips  to  Israel. 

The  boys  each  have  maintained  their  own  relationships  at 
P.A.S.,  and  consider  it  "cool."  They  participate  in  a  number  of 
activities  here  and  through  UJA.  Last  year  Sam  represented 
P.A.S.  as  a  speaker  at  the  UJA  General  Assembly  and  recently 
spent  time  in  Hungary  as  part  of  another  program. 

Susan  was  selected  to  participate  in  the  Wexner  Heritage 
Foundation  for  lay  leaders  from  2001-2004.  Impressive  scholars 
exposed  them  to  great  Jewish  thinkers  and  leaders;  they  attended 
seminars  and  spent  a  week  in  Israel;  and  exchanged  perceptions 
with  fellow-leaders  of  other  Jewish  organizations.  The  experience 
helped  to  shape  Susan  and  provide  ideas  she  brought  back  to  the 
congregation. 

"I  am  truly  honored  and  excited  to  be  on  this  bimah  where 
my  sons  were  Bar  Mitzvah.  This  honor  means  a  lot  to  many 
generations  of  my  family.  It  is  a  reflection  of  the  values  that 
were  passed  along  to  me,  and  that  I  endeavor  to  pass  along  to  my 
children  and  to  the  children  of  the  community." 
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Voices  of  our 
People  Concert 

Sunday,  November  2  7:00  pm 

Masorti  Olami — the  World 
Council  of  Conservative 
Synagogues  and  the  Cantors 
Assembly  invite  you  to  an 
evening  of  tribute  concert, 
"Voices  of  Our  People."  Held 
at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  this 
concert  will  honor  Rabbi  David 
Lincoln,  Cantor  Alberto  Mizrahi 
and  Dr.  Ismar  Schorsch,  and  will 
feature  Cantor  Mizrahi  and  our 
own  cantors,  David  Lefkowitz 
and  Nancy  Abramson. 

For  tickets  call  212-280-6039. 


Shabbat  Dinner  I  $© 

Friday,  November  7  I  after  services 

Professor  Alan  Brinkley,  Provost 
and  Professor  of  History  at  Columbia 
University,  will  speak  about 
“A  Historian’s  View  of  Election 
2008."  Dinner  is  $35  per  person. 

We  have  extended  the  deadline  for 
reservations  because  of  the  holidays 
to  October  27. 

$  ®  Contact  Lynley  Lys  by  e-mail  at 
llys@pasyn.org  or  by  phone  at 
212-369-2600  ext  140. 


Vicki  K.  Wimpfheimer  Mitzvah  Day  2008: 
Leading  as  a  Community 

Sunday,  November  23 

Join  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  community  in  celebrating  Vicki  K.  Wimpfheimer 
Mitzvah  Day.  Bring  your  family  and  friends  to  perform  good  deeds  to  benefit  those  in 
need,  both  locally  and  in  Israel.  You  and  your  family  will  be  able  to  participate  in  many 
engaging  and  rewarding  activities,  including  several  new  programs,  and  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  meet  with  and  hear  from  our  new  rabbis. 

We  are  also  asking  you  to  clean  out  your  closets... we  will  be  collecting  goods  to 
donate  to  various  charitable  organizations.  Please  start  to  gather  men's,  women's  and 
children's  clothing  in  good  condition,  coats  and  accessories,  foot  wear,  formal  wear,  toys, 
sporting  goods,  cell  phones,  eye  glasses,  housewares,  CDs  and  videos  and  bric-a-brac. 
Donations  must  be  in  very  good  or  new  condition. 

As  always,  participants  can  choose  from  a  number  of  diverse  offerings,  including  in¬ 
sightful  discussions  with  our  clergy  and  staff,  numerous  craft  projects  to  benefit  families 
in  need,  donating  blood,  making  sandwiches  and  more. 

Watch  your  mail  and  please  check  www.pasyn.org  for  more  details. 

To  volunteer  contact  Marlene  Muskin  at  idts52@aol.com  or  Erica  Choset  at 
ericachoset@gmail.  com. 


Honoring  Amy  A.B.  Bressman  and  Celebrating  our  Communr 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Gala  2009 

Saturday,  February  28,  2009  i  7:30  pm  cocktails  I  8:30  pm  Dinner  Dance  I  The  Starlight  Roof  The  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel 

Get  Involved.  Join  the  Gala  Committee  by  contacting:  Marcia  Eppler  Colvin  at:  mecolvin@aol.com; 

Lynn  Halbfinger  at  lmhalb@aol.com;  Nancy  Hirschtritt  at  hirschtrittn@ujafedny.org;  Lynn  Schneider  at 
lschneider@pasyn.org  or  call  the  P.A.S.  offices  at  212-369-2600. 
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Fall  2008/5769 


Department  of  Lifelong  Learning  Program  Calendar  Fall  2008/5769 


The  Department  of  Lifelong  Learning  at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  aims  to  enhance  our 
sense  of  community  with  opportunities  to  meet  and  study  with  our  new  rabbis,  learn 
from  great  teachers  in  a  variety  of  settings,  gain  exposure  to  Jewish  art,  music  and 
culture  and  get  together  with  fellow  congregants  for  Jewish  learning. 


Holiday  Programming 


These  Sundays  are  set  aside  to  offer  multiple  events  for  family 
members  of  all  ages — from  hands-on  art  workshops,  to  perfor¬ 
mances  and  text  study  with  our  rabbis.  Gain  new  insights  and 
create  new  rituals  for  our  oldest  traditions. 


Sukkot 


Who  is  invited  to  Your  Sukkah? 

Guests  from  Jewish  History 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Sunday,  October  12  I  10:00-10:45  am 

Join  us  in  a  family  journey  through  Jewish  history,  meeting 
famous  personalities  through  the  Sukkot  custom  of  Ushpizin — 
guests  from  Jewish  history — invited  to  our  Sukkah. 

Sukkah  Art  Decorating  Workshop 

Ellen  Alt  and  Sarah  Gribetz,  instructors 
Sunday,  October  12  I  10:00  am-12:00pm 

Exercise  your  creativity  and  help  us  to  decorate  our  rooftop 
Ritter  Sukkah.  Fun  for  the  whole  family! 


Hanukkah 


Hanukkah  Family  Art  Workshop 

Ellen  Alt  and  Sarah  Gribetz,  instructors 
Sunday,  December  7  !  10:00  am-12:00  pm 

Help  create  our  holiday  lobby  installation.  Everyone — of  all 
ages — is  invited.  Be  prepared  to  get  your  hands  dirty. 

"Mai  Hanukkah?"  What  is  Hanukkah? 

Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove,  instructor 
Sunday,  December  7  I  10:00-10:45  am 

Join  Rabbi  Cosgrove  to  explore  Hanukkah  history  and  meaning 
in  rabbinic  literature.  How  has  the  message  of  Hanukkah  trans¬ 
formed  over  time  and  what  is  its  relevance  for  Jewry  today? 

A  Look  at  the  Books  of  the  Maccabees 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Sunday,  December  7  I  11:15  am-12:00  pm 

How  did  the  Jews  at  the  time  of  the  Maccabees  in  the  succeed¬ 
ing  few  generations  view  the  events  that  happened  to  them?  We 
will  discover  viewpoints  and  experiences  of  Jews  from  that  time. 
Among  other  things  we  may  answer  the  question:  "Why  is  kin¬ 
dling  lamps  the  central  ritual  of  Hanukkah?" 

Hanukkah  Musicale 

Sunday,  December  7  I  12:30  pm 

Featuring  Cantors  Lefkowitz  and  Abramson,  the  Congregational 
Singers  and  Manhattan  HaZamir,  the  Jewish  teen  choir. 


Shabbat  Dinner  Series 


Four  Fridays:  November  7 ,  December  12,  February  27,  April  24. 
Reservations  required for  dinner.  $35/person.  Contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at 
sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  ext.  142. 

Our  Shabbat  Dinner  Series  provides  congregants  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  join  together  for  Kabbalat  Shabbat,  to  share  a  Shabbat 
meal  as  a  community  and  to  hear  from  noted  scholars  and  rabbis 
on  topics  of  interest. 

Kabbalat  Shabbat  Musical  Service 

6:15  pm  I  followed  by  dinner 

These  services  are  supported  by  the  John  and  Jennifer  Monsky  Musical 
Traditions  Fund. 

"A  Historian's  View  of  Election  2008" 

Speaker:  Dr.  Alan  Brinkley,  Provost,  Columbia  University 
Friday,  November  7  I  following  6:15  pm  Service 

dr.  alan  brinkley,  a  native  of  Washington,  D.C.,  was  educated  at  Princ¬ 
eton  and  at  Harvard,  where  he  received  his  Ph.D.  in  history  in  1979.  He 
is  an  memeber  of  the  faculty  of  Columbia  University.  Among  his  publica¬ 
tions  are  Voices  of  Protest:  Huey  Long,  Father  Coughlin,  and  the  Great 
Depression  (Knopf  1982),  which  won  the  1983  National  Book  Award; 
The  End  of  Reform:  New  Deal  Liberalism  in  Recession  and  War  (Knopf 
1995);  and  Liberalism  and  Its  Discontents  (Harvard,  1998). 

"Tradition  and  Change  at  50" 

Speaker:  Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove 

Friday,  December  12  I  following  6: 1 5  pm  Service 

The  defining  book  of  the  Conservative  Movement,  “Tradition  and 

Change,”  edited  by  Mordecai  Waxman,  was  published  in  1958. 

As  the  book  turns  50  we  will  examine  how,  and  if,  it  continues  to 
resonate  today,  in  the  21st  century.  The  book  will  be  distributed  to 
those  registered  for  the  dinner.  Rabbi  Cosgove  will  lead  a  course 
in  the  winter  to  further  delve  into  this  topic. 


Adult  Education 


Daytime  Study  Opportunities 
Essential  Essays 

Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove,  instructor 
Tuesday  mornings  I  8:00-8:45  am 

Join  us  to  discuss  essays  on  Jewish  philosophy,  theology  and 
thought.  Essays  are  available  for  pick-up  in  the  flyer  rack  near  the 
front  desk. 

Mishnah  Musings 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Thursday  mornings  I  8:00-8:45  am 

Join  us  to  discuss  the  most  basic  text  of  Jewish  practice,  the 
Mishnah.  We  will  explore  the  philosophy  of  Jewish  religious  life 
as  expressed  in  the  second  most  important  book  in  Jewish  religion 
after  the  Bible.  Study  sheets  are  available  in  the  flyer  rack  near  the 
front  desk. 

Jewish  Thought  in  Our  Day 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Tuesdays  I  11:00  am 

We  will  read  and  discuss  short  essays  which  focus  on  Jewish 
thought  and  theology  in  our  days.  These  will  be  contemporary 
writers  about  the  philosophy  and  religious  approaches  of  Jews  in 
the  2 1  st  century. 

Lunch  'n'  Learn 

Thursdays  I  11:00  am-l:00  pm 

A  great  way  to  meet  others  and  share  a  learning  experience  with 
fellow  congregants  and  the  synagogue's  professional  leadership. 
Topics,  presented  by  members  of  our  Clergy  and  Education  staff, 
are  varied  and  lend  themselves  to  stimulating  discussion  and 
study.  Join  us  anytime,  bring  a  friend  and  a  kosher  dairy  lunch 
(coffee  will  be  served). 

Parenting  Through  A  Jewish  Lens 

Sarah  Gribetz  and  Dina  Mann,  instructors 

Nine  Wednesdays,  November  5,  12,  19;  January  7,  14,  21; 

February  25;  March  4,  1 1  I  10:30-11:30  am 
The  joys,  delights  and  challenges  of  raising  a  child  in  the  21st 
century  will  be  discussed  and  explored  through  modern  child 
development  theory  combined  with  the  rich  history  of  rabbinic 
and  traditional  Jewish  texts  to  provide  parents  of  children  of  vary¬ 
ing  ages  a  context  to  raise  strongly  identified  Jewish  families.  All 
levels  of  background  welcome. 

Can  the  State  of  Israel  Survive  Judaism? 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 

Three  Thursdays,  November  6,  13,20  I  12:30-1:30  pm 

Midtown  Lunch  'n'  Learn  for  working  congregants.  Reflections 
on  the  relationships  between  Judaism  and  the  State  in  the  past  and 
towards  the  future  will  be  explored.  We  will  consider  essential 
questions  concerning  Israel  at  60.  Rabbi  Graetz  will  analyze  the 
present  and  future  challengers  to  Judaism,  the  Jewish  People  and 
the  State  of  Israel.  No  charge.  Registration  required  with  Sarah  Gribetz 
at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  ext.  142.  Location  will  be  shared  with  those 
registered. 


Evenings  of  Learning 


Monday  Night  is  Hebrew  at  P.A.S. 


Registration  required.  $50/member;  $7 5/non  member  per  trimester. 
Contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  ext.  142  to  register. 

Three  Trimesters:  Trimester  1  (Fall):  October  27-December  15;  Tri¬ 
mester  2  (Winter):  January  5-March  16;  Trimester  3  (Spring):  March 
23-May  1 1 . 

Siddur  (Prayer  Book)  Hebrew 

Siddur  Hebrew  is  geared  for  students  interested  in  developing 
their  proficiency  in  our  prayer  services — whether  the  daily  Min- 
yan,  Shabbat  or  holidays. 

Siddur  (Prayer  Book)  Hebrew/Beginner 
Dina  Mann,  instructor 
Mondays  I  6:30-7:30  pm 

No  prior  knowledge  of  Hebrew  necessary.  Introduction  to  the 
alphabet  and  basic  reading  skills  with  an  emphasis  on  prayer  book 
Hebrew. 

Siddur  (Prayer  Book)  Hebrew/Intermediate 

Sarah  Gribetz,  instructor 
Mondays  I  6:30-7:30  pm 

Selected  prayers  from  the  daily,  Shabbat  and  holiday  services  are 
explored  for  their  meaning  as  well  as  increased  proficiency  in 
reading.  Newcomers  welcome. 

Conversational  Hebrew 

Conversational  Hebrew  is  intended  for  those  students  interested  in 
Hebrew  as  a  modern  language.  Courses  focus  on  spoken  Hebrew, 
with  an  emphasis  on  grammar  and  oral  skills.  Reading  and  writing 
are  also  addressed. 

Conversational  Hebrew/Beginner 
Andi  Meiseles,  instructor 
Mondays  I  7:30-8:30  pm 

No  prior  knowledge  required.  Reading,  writing  and  speaking 
skills  will  be  introduced  in  a  fun  and  relaxing  environment. 

Conversational  Hebrew/Intermediate 

Andi  Meiseles,  instructor 
Mondays  I  6:30-7:30  pm 

Reading,  speaking,  grammar,  writing  and  increased  proficiency 
are  the  goals  of  this  class.  Newcomers  welcome. 

Conversational  Hebrew/Advanced 

Varda  Hubara,  instructor 
Mondays  I  7:30-8:30  pm 

Students  read,  write  and  speak  in  an  effort  to  perfect  their  fluency 
and  excitement  for  using  Hebrew  in  practice.  A  great  place  to 
enhance  your  knowledge  and  spend  an  hour  conversing  in  Hebrew 
with  fellow  congregants.  Newcomers  welcome. 


Evenings  of  Learning  continued 


The  Sacred  Theater  "What  Are  We  Acting  Out 
During  the  Prayer  Service?" 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Mondays  i  7:30-8:30  pm 

Prayer  includes  ritual  expression,  and  ritual  usually  includes 
prayer.  Ritual  has  been  described  as  the  “sacred  theater”  of  prayer 
in  which  events  of  the  past  are  relived,  and  the  future  is  felt.  In 
this  course  we  will  explore  the  rituals  associated  with  the  prayer 
services,  with  a  view  of  seeing  the  prayer  texts  as  scripts  and  each 
of  us  as  players  in  Jewish  “sacred  theater.”  We  will  learn  about 
when  and  why  do  we  bow,  step  forward  or  backward,  raise  our 
glance  or  lower  it?  We  will  address  all  of  these  questions  and 
more,  and  put  them  all  in  the  context  of  the  development  of  Jew¬ 
ish  prayers  and  prayer  services. 

Hebrew  Texts  for  Hebrew  Speakers 

Rabbi  Michael  Graetz,  instructor 
Mondays  !  6:30-7:30  pm 

The  study  of  Hebrew  texts  is  pitched  for  Hebrew  speakers  [Israe¬ 
lis  and  others  fluent  in  Hebrew]  who  want  an  intimate  environ¬ 
ment  to  read  and  discuss  topical  Hebrew  texts  and  essays  with 
other  fluent  members  of  our  community. 


Tuesday  Night  is  Torah  Stud 


Four  Tuesdays  in  November:  November  4,  11,  18  &  25. 

Registration  required.  $50/member;  $7 5/non  member  for  series. 

Contact  Sarah  Gribetz  at  sgribetz@pasyn.org  or  ext.  142  to  register. 

In  The  Beginning:  The  Book  of  Genesis 

Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove,  instructor 

Tuesday,  November  4,  11,  18  &  25  I  6:30-7:30  pm 

Join  Rabbi  Cosgrove  as  we  explore  familiar  texts  through  new 
eyes!  In  this  class  we  will  consider  several  key  narratives  of  the 
book  of  Genesis  and  how  they  illumine  the  tensions  that  face 
human  beings  past,  present  and  future.  Our  discussions  will  be 
enriched  by  drawing  on  traditional  commentaries,  modern  inter¬ 
pretations  and  our  own  insights. 

Judge,  Prophet  and  Queens: 

Women  as  Leaders  in  the  Bible 

Naomi  Graetz,  instructor 

Tuesday,  November  4,  11,  18  &  25  I  7:30-8:30  pm 

Why  are  women  in  leadership  roles  mistrusted?  There  was  a  tradi¬ 
tion  of  women  featured  on  the  biblical  stage  in  bit  and  leading 
roles:  such  as  Deborah  the  Judge,  Miriam  the  Prophet,  and  the 
Queens,  Vashti,  Jezebel,  Athaliah.  Yet  the  midrash  depicts  these 
women  as  usurpers  of  male  prerogatives,  citing  verses  such  as 
“And  HE  shall  rule  over  her”  from  Genesis  3:15.  Often  they  are 
demonized,  sometimes  they  are  treated  sympathetically.  But  there 
is  a  general  consensus  that  the  “natural  order”  is  that  man  is  the 
leader,  protector,  and  provider;  woman  the  helper,  life-giver,  and 
nurturer.  In  the  four  week  mini-series  we  will  examine  the  biblical 
stories  and  the  midrash  from  a  feminist  perspective. 

naomi  graetz,  who  teaches  at  Ben  Gurion  University  is  the  author  of 
S/He  Created  Them:  Feminist  Retellings  of  Biblical  Stories;  Unlocking 
the  Garden:  A  Feminist  Jewish  Look  at  the  Bible,  Midrash  and  God; 
Silence  is  Deadly:  Judaism  Confronts  Wifebeating  and  a  mystery  novel, 
The  Rabbi  s  Wife  Plays  a  Murder. 


Israeli  Film  Series 


Five  Wednesdays,  November  19,  December  10,  January  14, 

February  4,  May  13. 

Wednesday,  November  19  I  7:00  pm 

"Blaumilch  Canal"  (1970)  !  Director,  Efraim  Kishon 

This  story  of  a  lunatic  with  an  obsession  for  digging  holes  in 
the  center  of  Tel  Aviv  is  a  noted  satire  on  bureaucracy  and  was 
nominated  for  the  Golden  Globe  for  best  foreign  film.  Though 
filmed  in  1970,  this  classic  remains  an  excellent  commentary  on 
modem  day  Israel  and  allows  us  to  celebrate  Efraim  Kishon,  one 
of  Israel’s  greatest  talents. 

Wednesday,  December  10  I  7:00  pm 
"Metallic  Blues"  (2004)  I  Director,  Dan  Verete 

“Metallic  Blues”  is  a  touching  and  amazing  tragicomic  road- 
movie  about  two  Israeli  car  dealers  who  risk  it  all  in  search  of 
a  better  life,  only  to  find  out  the  most  unexpected  personal  and 
historical  truths.  The  opportunity  of  a  lifetime  has  crossed  paths 
with  Shmuel  and  Siso — or  so  they  think.  They  invest  $5,000  in  a 
vintage  1985  Lincoln  Continental  Limousine  and  plan  to  sell  it  in 
Germany  for  $50,000.  A  film  about  friendship  and  reconciliation 
surrounded  with  the  memories  of  the  dark  days  in  the  history  of 
Germany  and  Israel. 


P.A.S.  Art  Gallery 


Located  on  the  second  floor  mezzanine,  the  P.A.S.  Gallery  was  es¬ 
tablished  to  enhance  our  understanding  and  appreciation  of  Jewish 
rituals  and  traditions  through  the  arts.  A  rotating  series  of  exhibits 
bring  both  established  and  new  artists  to  the  community  as  well  as 
highlights  of  our  permanent  collection  of  Judaica  and  Israeli  art. 
Open  to  the  public,  please  stop  by  and  visit. 

P.A.S.  Timeline:  Selections  from  our  Archives 

Through  October  2008 

This  very  special  exhibition  includes  a  timeline  of  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  history,  juxtaposing  P.A.S.  milestones  with  contem¬ 
porary  events  in  Jewish  history,  as  well  as  significant  events  in 
NYC,  American  and  world  history.  The  exhibition  celebrates  the 
125th  anniversary  of  P.A.S.  and  has  been  extended  due  to  popular 
demand. 

"God's  Vase" 

Photographs  by  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 

Opening  Reception:  Thursday,  November  20  I  6:30-9:30  pm 

Magnificent  flowers  in  the  Negev,  Israel's  desert.  The  intricate 
beauty  of  wild  flowers  attests  to  the  glory  of  creation.  Rabbi 
Michael  Graetz  imagines  the  Negev  in  the  winter  as  God's  vase,  in 
which  are  displayed  the  color  and  the  delicate  beauty  of  the  world 
of  flowers. 


Registration  Form 

Ldgg 

f  DEPARTMENT  OF 

j  "w-  •  i  Director  of  Lifelong  Learning 

f  1  .Itp  nnO1  Sarah  Gribetz 

212-369-2600  ext.  142 

)  J  sgribetz@pasyn.org 

PERSON  ONE 

PERSON  TWO 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

PHONE 

EMAIL  EMAIL 


Indicate  number  of  participants  and  cost  for  each  program  registered  for: 

Participant  #  Cost  Program 

Siddur  Hebrew/Beginner  I  per  trimester  $50/member,  $7 5 /non-member 
Siddur  Hebrew/Intermediate  I  per  trimester  $50/member,  $7 5/non-member 
Conversational  Hebrew/Beginner  I  per  trimester  $5 0/member,  $7 5/non-member 
Conversational  Hebrew/Intermediate  I  per  trimester  $50/member,  $7 5 /non-member 
Conversational  Hebrew/Advanced  I  per  trimester  $50/member,  $7 5 /non-member 
The  Sacred  Theater  I  per  trimester  $5 0/member,  $7 5 /non-member 
Hebrew  Texts  I  per  trimester  $5 0/member,  $7 5/non-member 
Can  the  State  of  Israel  Survive  Judaism?  I  No  charge 

In  The  Beginning  I  $50/member,  $7 5/non-member  (four  Tuesdays:  November  4,  11,  18,  25) 

Women  As  Leaders  In  The  Bible  I  $50/member,  $7 5 /non-member  (four  Tuesdays:  November  4,  11,  18,  25) 

Parenting  Through  A  Jewish  Lens  I  No  charge 
Shabbat  Dinner  I  November  7  I  $35/person 
Shabbat  Dinner  i  December  12  I  $35/person 
Total 


Please  make  your  check  payable  to  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  and  send  with  this  form  to: 


Department  of  Lifelong-  Learning 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue 
50  East  87th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10128-1099 


phone:  2 12.369.2600  ext.  142  fax:  212.410.7879  e-mail:  sgribetz@pasyn.org 


www.pasyn.org 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue 

Yom  Kippur/ Sukkot/ Simchat  Torah  Guide 


October  2008/Tishrei/Chesvan  5769 


Supplement  editor,  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 


Yom  Kippur 


Yom  Kippur  is  the  one  religious  occasion  that  is  observed  entirely  in  the  synagogue.  But  the  meal  that 
precedes  the  fast  of  Erev  Yom  Kippur  is  intended  to  be  a  spiritual  experience  for  the  entire  family.  The  meal  is  eaten  early,  so  that  the 
family  can  be  in  the  synagogue  before  sundown. 

FOLLOWING  THE  B IRKA T  HAM AZON- — THE  GRACE  AFTER  MEALS - THE  HOLIDAY  CANDLES  ARE  LIT  AND  THE  FOLLOWING  BLESSINGS  ARE  RECITED. 

Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheinu  Melekh  Haolam,  asher  kideshanu  bemitzvotav  vetzivanu  lehadlik  ner  shel  Yom  HaKippurim. 

Blessed  are  You,  O  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  who  has  sanctified  us  by  The  Commandments  and  has  commanded  us  to 
kindle  the  Yom  Kippur  lights. 

Barukh  Atah  Adonai  Eloheinu  Melekh  Haolam,  sheheheyanu  vekiyemanu  vehigiyanu  lazman  hazeh. 

Blessed  are  You,  O  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  who  kept  us  in  life,  preserved  us,  and  enabled  us  to  reach  this  season. 


Fasting 

Although  children  are  not  obligated  to  fast  until  they  are  Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah  age,  it  is  a  tradition  that  they  do  observe  the  fast  in  part 
to  the  extent  that  they  are  able  to. 

Self-denial  in  food  and  other  physical  pleasures  is  part  of  the 
tradition  of  this  “Sabbath  of  Sabbaths.”  However,  Jewish  law  and 
tradition  state  that  the  maintenance  of  life  and  health  is  a  prime 
religious  duty.  If  a  person  is  ill  or  weak,  it  is  the  obligation  of  the 
individual  to  consult  a  physician  on  the  wisdom  of  fasting. 

Memorial  Lights 

It  is  a  custom  to  light  a  Memorial  Light  for  the  deceased  in  each 
family.  Memorial  Lights  must  be  lit  before  the  holiday  candles 
are  lit. 


Blessing  the  Children 

It  is  the  tradition  that  before  leaving  for  the  Kol  Nidre  service 
parents  bless  their  children  by  placing  their  hands  on  the  head  of 
each  one.  Such  blessings  are  introduced  by  the  following  prayer, 
to  which  parents  can  add  words  of  their  own,  appropriate  for  the 
age  and  needs  of  each  child: 

for  sons:  May  God  make  you  a  true,  faithful  and  honorable  son 
of  Israel,  as  were  Ephraim  and  Menasseh,  the  sons  of  Joseph. 

for  daughters:  May  God  make  you  a  faithful  and  honorable 
daughter  o  f  Israel,  as  were  our  mothers  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Rachel 
and  Leah. 


Yom  Kippur/Sukkot/Simchat  Torah  Guide 


You  are  cordially  invited  to 

join  us  in 

the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Ritter  Sukkah 

Monday,  October  13 
Tuesday,  October  14 
Wednesday,  October  15 
Thursday,  October  16 
Friday,  October  17 
Sunday,  October  19 

Enjoy  a  wonderful  meal  'al  fresco'  with  family  and  friends. 

To  ensure  your  place,  please  fill  out  and  return  the  reservation  form  below,  with  your  check  made  payable  to  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue.  Because  space  is  limited,  all  reservations  must  be  pre-paid  and  are  non-refundable. 

In  the  event  of  rain,  dinner  will  be  served  on  the  Lower  Level.  Reservations  must  be  made  by  October  6. 


Dinner  in  the  Ritter  Sukkah  Reservation  Form 

RESERVATIONS  MUST  BE  MADE  BY  OCTOBER  6 


Please  indicate  the  day(s)  you  would  like  to  attend: 


1 .  Monday  October  13  I  6:30  pm 
Congregational  Sukkah  Dinner 

_ #  of  persons  @  $55.00  each 

_ #  of  children  under  8  @  $15.00 

2.  Tuesday,  October  14  I  6:30  pm 
WEG/Men's  Club  Sukkah  Dinner 

_ #  of  persons  @  $55.00  each 

_ #  of  children  under  8  @  $15.00 

3.  Wednesday,  October  15  I  6:30  pm 
P.A.S.  Arms  Sukkah  Dinner 

_ #  of  persons  @  $55.00  each 

_ #  of  children  under  8  @  $15.00 


4.  Thursday,  October  16  I  6:00  pm 
Congregational  School  Sukkah 
"Pizza  in  the  Hut" 

_ #  of  persons  @  $15.00  each 

5.  Friday,  October  17  I  7:00  pm 
Congregational  Shabbat 
Sukkah  Dinner 

_ #  of  persons  @  $55.00  each 

_ #  of  children  under  8  @  $15.00 


6.  Sunday,  October  19  I  10:30  am 
Young  Couples  &  Families 
Sukkah  Brunch 

_ #  of  persons 

_ #  of  children  under  8 

$30.00  per  Non-member  family 
$25.00  per  Member  family 

7.  Sunday,  October  19  6:00  pm 

Singles  Sukkah  Party 

_ #  of  persons  @  $20.00  each 

(w/  a  confirmed  reservation,  $2 5/door) 


name  (please  print  clearly) 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE (DAY)  (EVENING) 

E-MAIL  ADDRESS 

Check  enclosed  for  total  amount  $ _ 


In  Our  Congregation 


Forgiveness 

Just  before  leaving  the  house  to  attend  the 
Kol  Nidre  service,  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  ask  each  other  for  forgiveness  for  the 
wrongs  or  the  hurts  they  have  done  know¬ 
ingly  or  unknowingly  during  the  year. 
Jewish  tradition  also  sees  this  period  of  the 
year  as  an  opportunity  to  ask  forgiveness 
of  anyone  whom  we  may  have  wronged 
during  the  last  year.  It  is  also  stressed 
that  each  person  should  forgive  all  those 
who  have  done  them  wrong.  Our  tradition 
understands  that  forgiving  is  just  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  asking  forgiveness. 

Prayer  and  Repentance 

Two  major  elements  of  Yom  Kippur  in 
Jewish  tradition  are  Prayer  and  Repen¬ 
tance.  Both  of  these  are  personal,  and  rely 
on  the  individual  to  assume  responsibility 
for  misdeeds.  The  prayer  service  in  the 
synagogue  includes  formulae  of  confes¬ 
sion  for  transgression.  These  are  couched 
in  plural  language,  as  are  almost  all  Jewish 
prayers,  yet  the  sages  implied  that  each 
individual  should  specifically  concentrate 
on  those  misdeeds  for  which  the  indi¬ 
vidual  felt  guilty.  This  self  awareness  of 
shortcomings  in  our  behavior  towards  God 
and  towards  other  people  is  considered 
the  first  step  in  a  process  of  repentance. 

The  next  step  is  asking  forgiveness,  as 
mentioned  above.  In  the  prayers  we  ask 
forgiveness  from  God  for  transgressions 
which  are  only  between  us  and  God.  God 
does  not  forgive  us  for  what  we  have  done 
to  hurt  others,  until  we  have  made  up  with 
the  offended  parties.  This  is  also  why  it  is 
a  mitzvah  to  forgive  those  who  request  to 
be  forgiven.  The  process  of  repentance  has 
several  other  steps  all  of  which  are  meant 
to  culminate  in  refraining  from  a  similar 
misdeed  the  next  time  one  finds  oneself 
in  a  similar  situation.  The  third  major  ele¬ 
ment  of  Yom  Kippur  is  Tzedakah  (see  next 
column)  which  are  actions  which  manifest 
compassion,  concern  and  real  help  for 
people  or  worthy  institutions  in  need. 


Shabbat  Shuvah  I  The  Sabbath  that  falls  between  Rosh  Hashanah  and  Yom  Kippur 
is  called  Shabbat  Shuvah  from  the  Haftarah  portion  of  that  Sabbath  that  begins  with  the 
word  Shuvah,  meaning  “return”  (repent). 

For  the  Hearing  Impaired  1  Through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Wimpfheimer 
it  is  now  possible  for  those  who  are  hearing  impaired  to  use  head  sets  while  attending 
services.  Please  inform  the  synagogue  office  if  you  wish  to  reserve  a  headset. 

Tzedakah  I  As  a  caring  community,  congregants  are  asked  to  consider  the  needs  of 
the  synagogue  at  the  Kol  Nidre  Appeal  and  the  two  social  outreach  programs  it  supports 
year  round:  The  Food  Pantry  and  the  Tikkun  Olam  Committee  for  Community  Outreach. 

Congregants  are  asked  to  respond  as  generously  as  possible  to  the  Kol  Nidre  appeal. 
The  funds  generated  by  this  annual  campaign  help  balance  the  annual  budget  of  the 
synagogue,  which  includes  the  religious  school  program  and  social  service  outreach 
programs.  The  Food  Pantry,  operated  by  our  high  school  students,  supplies  weekly  food 
packages  to  more  than  one  hundred  poor  families  in  our  neighborhood.  The  cost  of  this 
program  is  $20  per  family  per  week.  Let  your  heart  dictate  how  you  wish  to  support  this 
important  project. 

The  Tikkun  Olam  Committee  for  Community  Outreach  works  in  cooperation  with 
the  Metropolitan  New  York  Coordinating  Council  on  Jewish  Poverty  to  help  Soviet 
immigrants  with  their  needs. 


All  About  Sukkot  and  Simchat  Torah 


The  festival  of  Sukkot  derives  its  name  from  the  sukkah,  the  temporary  dwelling  or 
booth  built  especially  for  the  holiday.  Says  the  Book  of  Leviticus:  "I  did  cause  the 
children  of  Israel  to  dwell  in  booths  when  I  brought  them  out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt."  The 
sukkah  is,  therefore,  a  reminder  to  all  generations  that  when  God  redeemed  the  Jewish 
people  from  Egyptian  slavery,  God  protected  them  while  they  were  in  the  formidable 
Sinai  desert  during  their  period  of  wanderings.  In  rabbinic  tradition  there  is  even  a 
dispute  as  to  whether  the  term  sukkah  refers  to  actual  booths  or  to  clouds  of  glory  which 
represent  a  Divine  roof  over  Israel  in  the  desert.  Subsequent  tradition  combined  these 
two  views  by  having  the  mitzvah  of  building  a  booth,  and  seeing  the  booth  as  represent¬ 
ing  Divine  protection. 

The  Sukkah  is  considered  to  be  our  home  for  the  days  of  the  festival.  In  modern  times 
many  Jews  do  this  symbolically  by  eating  all  of  their  meals  in  the  sukkah.  Some  Jews  in 
Israel  do,  however,  live  in  the  sukkah  during  the  festival,  putting  mattresses  in  the  booth 
for  sleeping.  The  theme  of  leaving  our  permanent  and  relatively  luxurious  home  for  a 
simple  and  flimsy  booth  is  meant  to  cultivate  the  sense  of  what  it  meant  to  wander  in  the 
desert  without  a  permanent  home  for  the  Israelite  nation.  It  is  a  living  experience  of  what 
our  ancestors  went  through  after  the  deliverance  from  slavery.  It  is  also  customary  to 
decorate  the  sukkah,  and  a  later  custom  developed,  to  invite  virtual  “guests,”  known  as 
“Ushpizin  ”,  from  Jewish  history  to  sit  with  us  in  our  sukkah.  continued,  on  back 


right:  "Family  Celebration  of  the  Feast  of  Booths"  is  from  the  book  "The  Memoirs  of  Gliickel  of 
Hamel n,  ”  Schocken  Books,  New  York,  ©1932. 


High  Holy  Day  Services  2008/5769 


Wednesday,  October  1  2  Tishrei 
Rosh  Hashanah  (Second  Day) 

8:30  am  Morning  Service 
lo-.oo am  Shofar 
1 0:30  am  Sermon 
5:45  pm  Minchct 

Wednesday,  October  8  9  Tishrei 
Erer  Yom  Kippur 

1:30  pm  Mincha 
6.  00  pm  Kol  Nidre 
7:00 pm  Sermon 


Thursday,  October  9  10  Tishrei 
Yom  Kippur 

9:00  am  Morning  Service 
11:15 pm  Sermon 
LOWER  level: 

2:45  pm  Yizkor 
3:15 pm  Break 
4:15  pm  Mincha 
5:45  pm  Neilah 
7:05 pm  Fast  ends 
sanctuary: 

3:00 pm  Yizkor 
3:45 pm  Break 
4:00  pm  Mincha 
5:15  pm  Neilah 
7:05 pm  Fast  ends 


Wednesday,  October  22  Tishrei  23 

Simchat  Torah 

7:00  am  Hashkama  Service 
9:15  am  Simchat  Torah  Service 


Please  note,  High  Holy  Days  Youth  Services  can  be  found  on  page  11  of  the  October  Bulletin 


RABBI  ELLIOT  J.  COSGROVE  AND  RABBI  MICHAEL  J.  GRAETZ  WILL  PREACH  AND  CONDUCT  THE  SERVICES  TOGETHER  WITH 
CANTOR  DAVID  LEFKOWITZ  AND  CANTOR  NANCY  ABRAMSON  AND  THE  SYNAGOGUE  CHOIR,  WITH  NEIL  ROBINSON  AT  THE  ORGAN. 


All  About  Sukkot  and  Simchat  Torah 


continued  from  inside 

Sukkot  is  also  a  festival  of 
thanksgiving  for  the  final  ingathering  of 
the  harvest  in  the  Land  of  Israel.  Some 
of  its  symbols  clearly  recall  the  Land  and 
its  produce:  The  four  minim,  or  species, 
consist  of  an  etrog,  a  lulav,  myrtles  and 
willows.  The  lulav  is  a  branch  of  the  palm 
tree  and  is  bound  together  with  three  short 
branches  of  myrtle  leaves  (hadasim)  and 
two  branches  of  the  willow  tree  (aravot). 
The  etrog  looks  like  a  large  lemon,  but 
it  smells  and  tastes  much  sweeter.  It 
has  a  pitom,  a  small  protuberance,  at  its 
end.  The  rabbis  teach  that  binding  these 
different  species  together  serves  as  an 
example  to  us  of  how  all  Jews,  different 
though  we  may  be  from  one  another,  must 
be  bound  together  into  one  unit. 

Another  rabbinic  midrash  sees  each 
one  of  the  species  as  representing  part 
of  the  human  body.  Because  of  the 
similarity  of  the  shapes  of  the  species, 
the  lulav  represents  the  spine,  the  myrtle 
the  eyes,  the  aravah  the  lips,  and  the 
etrog  represents  the  heart.  This  is  meant 
to  remind  us  that  we  serve  God  with  all 
of  our  body  and  our  heart,  since  we  bind 
all  of  the  species  together  and  use  it  to 
“dance”  before  God  in  joy. 

A  blessing  is  said  over  the  minim  at 
two  points  in  the  morning  service:  during 
Hallel,  right  after  morning  Amidah,  and 
during  Hoshanot,  each  day  of  the  holiday, 
except  on  Shabbat,  when  we  march  around 
the  synagogue  with  them  in  a  magnificent 
procession. 

Both  the  custom  of  building  a  beautiful 
sukkah  and  using  it  as  a  gathering  place 
for  family  and  friends;  and  the  custom 
of  taking  the  beautiful  four  species 


and  waving  them  in  procession  at  the 
synagogue  cause  great  rejoicing.  For  this 
reason  the  festival  of  Sukkot  is  known 
as  “the  time  of  our  rejoicing”,  “zman 
simhateinu.  ’’ 

The  festival  of  Sukkot  begins  on  the 
15th  day  of  Tishri,  and  the  first  two  days 
are  observed  as  major  festival  days.  The 
next  five  days  are  Choi  HaMoed,  the 
Intermediate  Days  of  the  festival.  These 
days  are  half-holidays;  while  most  labor 
is  permitted,  except,  of  course,  on  the 
Sabbath,  we  continue  to  eat  meals  in  the 
sukkah  and  to  make  the  blessings  over 
the  four  minim,  waving  them  during  the 
recitation  of  the  Hallel  and  when  marching 
with  them  during  the  hymns  (Hoshanot). 

At  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  our  Ritter 
Sukkah,  named  in  memory  of  Gerald  and 
May  Ellen  Ritter,  is  constructed  on  the 
roof  and  decorated  by  the  Congregational 
Parents’  Association.  A  Kiddush  takes 
place  in  the  Ritter  Sukkah  following 
every  service  during  Sukkot,  and  dinner  is 
served  there  almost  every  night  of  Sukkot. 


The  eighth  day  of  Sukkot  is  treated 
as  a  separate  holiday  in  and  of  itself  and 
is  called  Shemini  Atzeret,  the  "Eighth 
Day  of  Assembly."  We  no  longer  eat  in 
the  sukkah,  and  in  Israel  prayers  for  rain 
are  recited  during  the  service.  The  Yizkor 
Memorial  Prayers  are  also  recited  on 
Shemini  Atzeret. 

Shemini  Atzeret  is  followed  by  the 
joyous  festival  of  Simchat  Torah,  the 
"Rejoicing  of  Torah."  It  is  during  the 
morning  service  on  Simchat  Torah  that 
the  last  verse  and  the  first  verse  of  the 
Torah  are  read,  a  bold  demonstration 
of  our  belief  that  the  study  of  Torah  is 
never-ending.  We  march  joyfully  in 
hakafot  (processions),  in  which  we  carry 
the  Scrolls  of  the  Law.  At  this  service  two 
of  our  congregants  are  honored  for  their 
contributions  to  the  synagogue  and  to  the 
Jewish  community. 

Fast  of  Gedaliah  is  a  minor  fast  day 
commemorating  the  assassination  of 
Gedaliah,  the  Jeiwsh  man  appointed 
by  King  Nebuchandezzar  to  govern 
the  Jews  remainingn  in  Palestine  after 
the  destruction  of  the  First  Temple  in 
586  B.C.E.  It  occurs  the  day  after  Rosh 
Hashanah. 

Yanim  Nor  aim  is  the  term  for  the  Days 
of  Awe  (or  Repentance):  the  ten  days 
between  Rosh  Hashanah  and  Yom  Kippur. 

Hoshanah  Rabbah  is  a  half  holiday,  the 
seventh  day  of  Sukkot. 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  50  East  87th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10128  I  Synagogue  Office  212-369-2600  I  www.pasyn.org 


WEG  &  Men's  Club  -  - 

WEG  Sups  with  Men's  Club  I  Tuesday,  October  14  I  6:30  pm,  following  the  evening  tninyan  I  $® 

The  Women's  Evening  Group  will  join  Men's  Club  in  a  festive  Supper  in  the  Sukkah. 

The  Sukkah,  a  bower  of  greenery,  decorated  by  the  synagogue  school  children  under  the  direction  of  art  teacher,  Ellen  Alt,  is  a  feast 
for  the  senses.  And  the  dinner  is  always  delicious! ! 

To  make  your  reservations,  please  return  the  tear-off  form  from  the  "  Yom  Kippur/Sukkot/Simchat  Torah  Insert,"  or  send  your 
check,  made  payable  to  either  Women's  Evening  Group  or  Men's  Club,  to  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  50  East  87th  St.,  New  York,  NY 
10128,  for  $55.00  per  person.  Please  note  on  the  envelope:  Supper  in  the  Sukkah. 


Young  Couples  Group  - 

Young  Couples  Family  Sukkah  Brunch  I  Sunday  October  19  I  10:30  am  I  s  c 

Please  join  the  Young  Couples  Group  in  celebrating  Sukkot  under  the  beautifully  decorated  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Sukkah.  Food, 
crafts  and  tons  of  fun  for  young  couples  and  children  of  all  ages. 

$25  per  family  YCG  member  rate 
$30  per  family  non- YCG  member  rate 

$  ©  Please  R.S.V.P.  by  October  6  to:  Stephanie  Leichter  at  stephanie.Ieichter@gmail.com  or  91 7-520-3407  or  Rochelle  Ludwig  at 
rochelleludwig@gmail.com  or  91 7-514-2849  or  send  in  the  coupon  from  the  "Yom  Kippur/Sukkot/Simchat  Torah  Insert. " 


P.A.S.  Singles  Committee 


Sukkot  Party  I  Sunday  October  19  I  6:00-9:00  pm  I  $© 

Our  mission  is  to  introduce  single  Jewish  men  and  women  in  a  congenial  setting,  to  touch  their  lives  spiritually,  and  to  preserve  Jewish 
traditions. 

Our  successful  events  in  the  past  several  years  have  attracted  200-500  people.  We've  enjoyed  a  smashing  Sukkot  Rooftop  party  in 
2007,  two  very  successful  Friday  night  Shabbat  services  followed  by  Shabbat  dinner,  wine  tasting  parties  and  movie  night  events.  Our 
singles  have  also  attended  the  P.A.S.  Superbowl  parties  for  the  past  several  years. 

The  P.A.S.  Singles  Committee,  headed  by  Les  Agisim  and  Vera  Wolff  Sullivan,  works  with  a  dedicated  group  of  men  and  women 
singles  who  give  tirelessly  of  their  time,  energy  and  resources  to  guarantee  the  success  of  all  our  events. 

Tell  your  single  friends  to  keep  up-to-date  on  our  activities  by  regularly  viewing  the  P.A.S.  Website  at  www.pasyn.org. 

$  ©  Use  the  coupon  from  the  "Yom  Kippur/Sukkot/Simchat  Torah  Insert"  to  make  your  reservation  by  October  6.  Bring  your  friends! 


Sisterhood  Film  Program 


"Shanghai  Ghetto"  I  Tuesday,  October  28  I  1  :00  pm  l  No  charge 

The  award-winning  film,  "Shanghai  Ghetto"  tells  one  of  the  most  amazing  stories  of  World  War  II — the  getaway  of  about  20,000 
German  Jews  to  Japanese-controlled  Shanghai.  Lacking  any  other  options  in  1939,  these  Jews  took  a  great  leap  into  the  unknown  and 
sailed  for  Shanghai,  China.  Despite  very  difficult  conditions,  they  rebuilt  their  lives  and  created  a  vibrant  community.  After  the  war, 
most  of  these  German  Jews  came  to  the  United  States.  Through  current  and  archival  footage  of  Shanghai,  interviews  with  former 
members  of  the  Shanghai  Jewish  community,  and  discussions  with  historians,  "Shanghai  Ghetto"  paints  a  fascinating  picture  of  cour¬ 
age  and  ingenuity.  Sisterhood  invites  everyone  to  view  and  discuss  this  wonderful  documentary  film.  A  light  lunch  will  be  provided. 


Do  you  know  someone  ill ,  elderly  or  homebound? 

The  P.A.S.  Bikur  Cholim  Caring  Committee — in  loving  memory  of  Dr.  Albert  and  Phyllis  L.  Cornell — reaches  out 
to  those  in  need  through  telephone  calls,  visits,  and  holiday  packages.  The  Caring  Committee  is  comprised  of  trained 
volunteers  committed  to  providing  confidential  hands-on  support  and  companionship  to  members  of  our  congregation. 

To  arrange  for  this  mitzvah,  please  call  the  Rabbi’s  office  at  212-369-2600  ext.  120. 


wwrw.pasyn.org 
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Bnei  Mitzvah 


Synagogue  Family 


Elizabeth  Winter  I  October  4 

Elizabeth  Amy  Winter,  better  known  as  Lizzie,  has  been  attending  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Congrega¬ 
tional  School  since  Bet.  She  is  an  Eighth  Grader  at  the  Town  School  and  will  graduate  this  spring.  She 
has  spent  her  summers  at  Belvoir  Terrace  in  Lenox,  Mass,  a  camp  for  fine  arts  and  performing  arts, 
where  she  focuses  on  theater  and  is  editor  of  the  students'  literary  magazine,  Pen  and  Ink.  Lizzie  enjoys 
both  skiing  and  tennis,  and,  in  the  last  school  year  has  developed  a  knack  for  field  hockey. 

Her  most  favorite  trip  ever  was  the  congregational  trip  to  Israel  last  December.  It  may  surprise  ev¬ 
eryone  to  learn  that  Lizzie  actually  loves  Hebrew  School  and  the  friends  she  has  met  there. 

No  story  of  Lizzie  is  complete  without  mentioning  her  younger  sister  Laura,  who  also  attends  P.A.S. 
CS  and  the  Town  School.  Lizzie  would  like  to  thank  her  tutor,  Naomi  Shwartz. 


Sam  Raskin  I  October  11 

Sant  is  a  Seventh  Grader  at  the  Heschel  School,  which  he  has  attended  since  nursery  school  at  the  92nd 
Street  Y.  Sam  is  known  for  his  big  smile  and  love  of  sports.  He  enjoys  basketball,  tennis,  skiing  and 
golf,  but  his  real  passion  is  baseball.  Sam  has  played  on  various  baseball  teams,  and  has  been  a  pitcher 
for  the  CYO-MYB  Bombers  travel  team  for  the  past  two  years.  A  camper  at  Camp  Winadu  in  the  Berk- 
shires,  Sam  also  enjoys  going  to  Giants  and  Yankee  games  with  his  family  and  friends. 

Sam  was  able  to  share  his  love  of  baseball  with  children  of  Russian  emigres  by  funding  and  collect¬ 
ing  equipment  to  start  a  baseball  program  at  the  Marks  JCH  of  Bensonhurst  in  connection  with  the  Give 
a  Mitzvah — Do  a  Mitzvah  Program  at  UJA-Lederation. 

Sam  made  his  debut  reading  from  the  Torah  on  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  trip  to  Israel  last  winter. 
Sam  will  be  reading  from  Parashat  Ha'azinu  at  his  Bar  Mitzvah. 

Sam  would  like  to  thank  the  clergy,  Ronit,  and  all  of  his  teachers  at  the  Heschel  School  for  helping 
to  prepare  him  for  his  Bar  Mitzvah. 


Welcome  to  P.A.S. 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  warmly  welcomes  these  new  members  to  our  congregational  family: 


Sara  and  Howard  Altschul 
Balya  Levi  and  Uri  Behar 
Jamie  and  Loren  Easton 
Michele  and  Jaques  Galante 
Stefi  Israeler 

Raquel  Lentnek  and  Dr.  Ian  Lentnek 


Joan  Lessing 
Barbara  Lustig 
Tara  Price 

Frances  Remeny-Rausnitz  and  Paul  Rausnitz 
Susan  and  Arthur  Rebell 
Elyse  and  Edward  Siegel 


Condolences 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  extends  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  of  our  congregation  and  their  families: 

Dr.  Matilda  Brust,  on  the  loss  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Manfred  Brust; 

Sarah  A.  Gelber  and  Esther  L.  Gelber,  on  the  loss  of  their  husband  and  father,  Honorable  Herbert  D.  Gelber; 

Harold  M.  Unger,  on  the  loss  of  his  mother,  Diane  Unger  Silver. 


Note:  if  you  have  family  news  to  share  with  the  congregation,  please  contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  212-369-2600  or  lschneider@pasyn.org. 
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Leah  Steinmetz  I  October  is 

Leah  Morgan  Steinmetz  is  an  Eighth  Grade  student  at  the  Dwight  Englewood  School.  She  has  attended 
the  P.A.  S.  Congregational  School  for  the  past  seven  years. 

Leah  works  very  hard  at  school  and  plays  hard  in  her  free  time.  In  school  her  favorite  subjects  are 
Math  and  Science.  Leah  is  also  a  dedicated  clarinet  student  and  has  performed  in  several  conceits.  In  her 
free  time,  Leah  loves  swimming,  gymnastics  and  tennis.  Leah  has  just  spent  her  fourth  summer  at  Camp 
Danbee  in  Massachusetts  where  she  water  skis,  does  gymnastics  and  competes  on  the  swim  team.  Leah 
also  has  a  Certified  Diver’s  License  and  hopes  to  dive  in  the  Great  Barrier  Reef  one  day.  In  the  winter 
she  enjoys  skiing  and  looks  forward  to  her  ski  vacations  every  year  in  Colorado. 

Leah  is  also  very  involved  in  giving  back  to  her  community  and  to  Israel.  Leah  will  have  a  tree 
planted  in  Israel  in  honor  of  every  person  who  attends  her  Bat  Mitzvah. 

Leah  thanks  the  clergy  and  her  teachers  for  their  guidance  and  support  in  helping  her  prepare  to 
become  a  Bat  Mitzvah. 


Samantha  Cohen  I  October  25 

Samantha  Cohen  is  an  active  member  of  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Congregational  School.  She 
attended  ECC  and  has  gone  to  the  Congregational  School  since  she  was  in  kindergarten.  Samantha  is 
in  Seventh  Grade  at  Columbia  Preparatory  School.  She  has  enjoyed  her  summers  at  Camp  Laurel  in 
Readfield  Maine. 

One  of  Samantha’s  hobbies  is  dancing.  She  has  taken  ballet  since  she  was  two  years  old  and  has 
recently  begun  jazz  and  hip-hop.  Samantha  also  enjoys  waterskiing.  She  loves  doing  it  at  camp  and  any 
other  chance  she  gets  such  as  family  vacations  in  the  Caribbean.  One  of  Samantha’s  most  important 
hobbies  is  ice  skating.  She  began  skating  in  first  grade  and  continued  to  excel  in  it,  and  loves  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  competitions  and  exhibitions. 

She  also  enjoys  reading  and  writing.  She  loves  taking  family  vacations  and  going  to  parties  with 
her  friends. 

She  would  like  to  thank  Rabbi  Cosgrove,  Rabbi  Graetz,  Cantor  Lefkowitz,  Cantor  Abramson,  Ronit 
and  all  of  her  Elebrew  school  teachers  over  the  years. 


P.A.S  Is  Just  a  Klik  Away 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue’s  website,  www.pasyn.org  has  the  latest  news,  events, 
and  times  for  any  synagogue-related  activity.  And  it  also  has  lots  of  information 
about  classes,  programs,  events,  people,  organizations,  and  meetings. 

Sign  up  for  e-mail  notifications!  Communicate  with  clergy  and  staff! 


A  Message  about  Programming  from  Paul  Corwin 

continued  from  page  3 


Be  sure  to  mark  your  calendar  for  our 
annual  Shabbaton  on  January  23-24,  2009. 
It  is  always  a  highlight  of  our  scheduling, 
and  we  approach  this  year's  offering  with 
anticipation.  The  Shabbaton  falls  only  four 
days  after  our  country  inaugurates  a  new 
president,  and  we  will  seize  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  explore  how  American  presidents 
have  related  to  the  Jewish  community.  We 
will  welcome  featured  speaker  Prof.  Rob¬ 
ert  Dallek,  a  noted  presidential  historian. 


He  will  be  joined  by  Noam  Neusner  and 
Jay  Footlik,  who  served  as  liaisons  to  the 
Jewish  community  in  the  first  Bush  and 
Clinton  administrations.  Finally,  musician 
and  songwriter  Josh  Nelson,  who  was  so 
well  received  last  year  at  the  Shabbaton, 
will  return  to  lead  us  in  a  modern  and 
meaningful  Havdalah  service  to  end  the 
Shabbaton.  More  information  will  be 
forthcoming.  Don't  miss  that  weekend! 

Our  program  for  this  Fall  is  full  of 


ways  to  join  with  other  congregants  to 
welcome  our  new  Rabbis,  and  to  explore 
new  models  of  leadership  in  the  context 
of  what  is  going  on  in  our  community  and 
our  country.  It  aims  to  have  you  come 
together  with  other  congregants  to  find 
meaning  as  a  Jewish  community  and  to 
address  intellectual  challenges.  We  have 
great  plans,  and  offer  great  opportunities. 
We  hope  that  you  will  join. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Being  a  Mentor 

Ron  Koas,  Education  Director 

This  past  summer  I  applied  to  a  mentoring  program  run  through  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary. 

The  program  matches  up  experienced  religious  school  principals  with  those  who  are  new  in  the  field.  As  part  of  the  application 
process,  1  was  asked  to  answer  two  very  important  questions.  I  would  like  to  share  my  responses  with  you: 

Why  would  you  like  to  become  a  mentor? 

/  greatly  enjoy  working  as  an  Educational  Director  and  feel  I  have  a  lot  to  share  with  a  new  school  principal.  I  have  years 
of  experience  in  the  field  of  education  in  Israel,  Australia,  and  here  in  the  U.S..  I  believe  that  these  years  have  taught  me 
a  great  deal  about  the  best  ways  to  run  a  religious  school,  and  I  feel  that  as  a  mentor  /  can  help  someone  else  benefit  from 
my  experience.  I  am  a  very’  open  and  approachable  person,  and  /  am  more  than  happy  to  invite  a  "mentee"  into  the  Park  Av¬ 
enue  Synagogue  classrooms  to  obser\>e  and  learn.  I  know  it  will  be  very  gratifying  to  feel  that  /  am  helping  a  colleague  who 
is  just  starting  out  as  a  religious  school  administrator,  thereby  helping  to  improve  the  quality  of  Jewish  education  available 
to  youngsters. 

What  are  the  most  important  aspects  of  mentoring? 

First  of  all,  I  think  a  mentor  needs  to  be  a  person  who  genuinely  wants  to  share  from  his/her  experience.  He/She  also  must 
have  a  willingness  to  be  completely  open,  as  being  a  mentor  requires  opening  a  school  to  observation  and  even  to  construc¬ 
tive  criticism.  A  mentor  should  be  patient,  supportive,  and  approachable,  as  well  as  willing  to  devote  time  to  working  with 
his/her  "mentee. " 

I  am  very  proud  to  say  that  I  was  selected  be  a  mentor  to  the  new  Education  Director  of  Central  Synagogue  here  in  NYC.  We 
will  be  in  contact  regularly,  and  will  spend  time  in  each  other’s  schools.  This  is  a  great  honor  for  me,  as  well  as  for  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue.  I  know  that  this  experience  will  be  a  rewarding  and  gratifying  one  and  I  am  looking  forward  to  it. 


Special  Note  to  Families 


We  would  like  to  know  about  our  members'  children  who  attend  Hebrew  Day  School. 

Please  contact  Naomi  Lipnick,  at  nlipnick@pasyn.org  and  let  her  know  which  school  they  are  attending  and  the  grade 
that  they  are  enrolled  in. 


Ldgg  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Lifelong 
CW>  Learning 


Parenting  Through  A  Jewish  Lens  I  © 

Wednesdays,  November  5,  12,  19;  January  7,  14,  21;  February  25;  March  4,  11  I  10:30-11:30  am 
Instructors:  Sarah  Gribetz  and  Dina  Mann 

The  joys,  delights  and  challenges  of  raising  a  child  in  the  21st  century  will  be  discussed  and  explored 
through  modern  child  theory  combined  with  the  rich  history  of  rabbinic  and  traditional  Jewish  texts  to 
provide  parents  of  children  of  varying  ages  context  to  raise  strongly  identified  Jewish  families. 

All  levels  of  background  welcome. 

©  Registration  required.  Call  LvnleyLys  ext.  140  or  e-mail  llys@pasyn.org. 
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October  Children’s  and  School  Programs 


Wednesday,  October  1  Tishrei  2 
Rosh  Hashanah 

Friday,  October  3  Tishrei  4 

Candle  lighting:  6:16  pm 
5:15 pm  Tot  Kabbalat  Shabbat 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  October  4  Tishrei  5 
Shabbat Shuva 
Parashat  Vayeilech 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
9:30  am  Havurah  Service 
10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 
11:15  am  Nitzanim  Service 

Monday,  October  6  Tishrei  7 
ECC  Parents 

Wednesday,  October  8  Tishrei  9 

Erev  Yom  Kippur 
No  School 

Thursday,  October  9  Tishrei  10 
Yom  Kippur 

Friday,  October  10  Tishrei  11 
6:15  Friday  Evening  Service 
Congregational  Sukkot  Dinner  $® 

Saturday,  October  1 1  Tishrei  12 
Parashat  Ha'Azinu 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

Sunday,  October  12  Tishrei  13 
10:00 am  Who  is  invited  to  your  Sukkah? 
10:30  am  Sukkah  Art  Decorating  Workshop 


Monday,  October  13  Tishrei  14 

Columbus  Day  (Legal  Floliday) 

Erev  Sukkot 

Candle  lighting:  6:00  pm 

Offices  Closed/No  School 

6:30pm  Congregational  Sukkot  Dinner  $© 

Tuesday,  October  14  Tishrei  15 
Sukkot 

Offices  Closed/No  School 

Wednesday,  October  15  Tishrei  16 
Sukkot 

Offices  Closed/No  School 

Thursday,  October  16  Tishrei  17 

Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 

9:00  am  ECC  Sukkah  Meal 

li-.oo  am  Lunch  'n'  Learn 

6:00 pm  CS  Pizza  in  the  Hut  $  © 

Friday,  October  17  Tishrei  18 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
9:00  am  ECC  Sukkah  Meal 
6:15  Friday  Evening  Service 
Congregational  Sukkah  Dinner  $© 

Saturday,  October  18  Tishrei  19 

Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

9-30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

11:15  am  Tot  Shabbat 

12:00 pm  Havurah  Luncheon  in  the  Sukkah 
7:00pm  Kadima  Sukkah  Sleepover 

Sunday,  October  19  Tishrei  20 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
10:30  amYC  Sukkah  Brunch 
l-.OOpm  High  School  Brunch  and  Movie 


Monday,  October  20  Tishrei  21 
Choi  HaMoed  Sukkot 
Hoshana  Rabbah 
l-.oopm  Offices  Close 
No  School 

Tuesday,  October  2 1  Tishrei  22 

She  mini  Atzeret 

Offices  Closed/No  School 

Wednesday,  October  22  Tishrei  23 
Simchat  Torah 

Isru  Chag 

Offices  Closed/No  School 

Friday,  October  24  Tishrei  25 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 
Children's  Birthday  Service 

Saturday,  October  25  Tishrei  26 
Parashat  Bereshit 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

Sunday,  October  26  Tishrei  27 

10:30  am  Ruach 

4:00 pm  Rosh  Chodesh  program 

Monday,  October  27  Tishrei  2 
5:30 pm  Zayin  B'nai  Mitzvah  Families 

Wednesday,  October  29  Tishrei  30 
Rosh  Chodesh  Cheshvan 
4:00 pm  High  School 

Thursday,  October  30  Cheshvan  1 

Rosh  Chodesh  Cheshvan 

5:30pm  Vav  B'nai  Mitzvah  Families 

Friday,  October  31  Cheshvan  2 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 


Please  note,  High  Holy  Days  Youth  Sennces  can  be  found  on  page  11 


October  3  I  5:15  pm  I  Tot  Kabbalat  Shabbat  I  Join  us  for  Friday  evening  services  for  toddlers  and  children  of  pre¬ 
school  age,  parents,  grandparents  and  friends. 

Saturday,  October  18  11:15  am  I  Tot  Shabbat  I  P.A.S.  offers  tot  services  on  selected  Shabbatot  and  Jewish  Holidays. 

Toddlers  and  their  families  participate  in  age  appropriate  celebration,  songs  and  Jewish  rituals.  See  the  website  for  schedule  and  details, 
www.  pasyn.  org. 

Friday,  October  24  I  6:15  pm  I  Birthday  CGiGbration  I  Each  month,  we  celebrate  children  whose  birthdays  occur  that 
month  as  part  of  a  regular  Friday  Evening  Service.  The  family  services  include  special  Shabbat  blessings,  followed  by  a  festive 
Kiddush.  We  encourage  families  to  attend  together  and  share  the  blessings  of  the  day.  Contact  Rabbi  Graetz's  office  for  more  information. 


www.pasyn.org 
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Evening  Book  Discussion  Group  I  Monday,  October  27  1  8:00  pm 

The  Evening  Book  Discussion  Group  meets  monthly  on  Monday  nights  for  thoughtful  discussion  of  significant  and 
interesting  books.  All  are  welcome  to  join  and  participate.  This  month  we  have  selected  "The  Man  in  the  White 
Sharkskin  Suit "  by  Lucette  Lagnado.  You've  probably  been  hearing  people  talk  about  it;  this  is  your  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  meaningful  conversation  with  other  readers. 

For  more  information,  contact  group  leader  Pat  Davidson  at  alpat  1 1 20@aol.com. 


Rabbi  Graetz  recommends  Masorti  [Conservative]  Websites 

This  month  I  want  to  recommend  the  site  of  the  Masorti  Movement  in  Israel.  (The  Conservative  movement  in  Israel 
is  known  in  Hebrew  as  Masorti).  The  site  is:  www.masorti.org,  and  there  you  can  learn  about  programs, 
publications,  activities  and  news  about  Masorti  in  Israel.  If  you  are  visiting  Israel  and  want  to  visit  a  Masorti 
congregation  or  see  a  Masorti  program  in  action,  this  is  the  best  place  to  begin. 

last  month's  recommendation:  The  Virtual  Bet  Midrash:  www.bmv.org.il.  Rabbi  Simcha  Roth  teaches  Jewish 
texts,  and  in  just  1 5  minutes  a  day  you  can  increase  your  Jewish  knowledge  and  gain  inspiration. 


The  Sacred  Theater  "What  are  we  acting  out  during  the  prayer  service?"  I  © 

Ongoing  Mondays,  beginning  October  27  I  7:30-8:30  pm  !  Instructor,  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 

Prayer  includes  ritual  expression,  and  ritual  usually  includes  prayer.  Ritual  has  been  described  as  the  “sacred  the¬ 
ater”  of  prayer  in  which  events  of  the  past  are  relived  and  the  future  is  felt.  In  this  course  we  will  explore  the  rituals 
associated  with  the  prayer  services,  with  a  view  of  seeing  the  prayer  texts  as  scripts  and  each  of  us  as  players  in 
Jewish  “sacred  theater.”  We  will  learn  about  when  and  why  we  bow,  step  forward  or  backward,  raise  our  glance  or 
lower  it.  We  will  address  all  of  these  questions  and  more,  and  put  them  all  in  the  context  of  the  development  of  Jew¬ 
ish  prayers  and  prayer  services.  These  studies  will  culminate  in  a  Shabbat  Program  “Hearing  the  Sh'ma ”  devoted 
entirely  to  exploring  and  experiencing  the  Sh'ma  Prayer. 

©  Register  by  contacting  Lyn/ey  Lys  at  llys@pasyn.org. 


Essential  Essays  with  Rabbi  Cosgrove 

Tuesdays,  immediately  following  the  morning  Minyan  \  approximately  8:00-8:45  am  I  No  charge 

Come  join  us  to  discuss  essays  on  Jewish  philosophy,  theology  and  thought.  Class  text  will  be  available  in  the 
information  rack  near  the  reception  area.  All  are  welcome  to  participate. 


Jewish  Text  Class  with  Rabbi  Graetz 

Thursdays,  immediately  following  the  morning  Minyan  I  approximately  8:00-8:45  am  I  No  charge 

Explore  the  Jewish  written  word  with  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz.  Class  text  will  be  available  in  the  information 
rack  near  the  reception  area.  All  are  welcome  to  participate. 


Lunch  'n'  Learn  Ongoing  Thursdays  i  11:00  am-l:00  pm  I  No  charge 
Instructors,  Members  of  the  Clergy  and  Education  Department 

This  ongoing  group  participates  in  an  informal,  meaningful  learning  experience  every  week,  with  fellow 
congregants  and  the  synagogue's  professional  leadership.  Topics  are  varied.  Bring  a  kosher  dairy  lunch;  coffee 
will  be  served. 
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For  I  have  set  my  mind  to  learn  wisdom  and  to  observe  the  business  that  goes  on  in  the  world...  — Ecclesiastes  8: 1 6 


Learn  Hebrew  on  Mondays  I  $© 

Trimester  1  (Fall)  I  October  2 7-December  15 
Trimester  2  (Winter)  I  January  5-March  16 
Trimester  3  (Spring)  I  March  23-May  11 


Siddur  Hebrew,  Level  I,  Beginners 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,8,  15 
6:30-7:30  pm 
Instructor,  Dina  Mann 

No  knowledge  of  Hebrew  necessary. 


Siddur  Hebrew,  Level  II,  Intermediate 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,8,  15 
6:30-7:30  pm 
Instructor,  Sarah  Gribetz 


Advanced  Beginner's  Conversational  Hebrew 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,  8,  15 

6:30-7:30  pm 

Instructor,  Andi  Meiseles 


Introductory  Conversational  Hebrew 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,8,  15 

7:30-8:30  pm 

Instructor,  Andi  Meiseles 

A  mini-Ulpan  course  for  all  interested  in  learning  to  speak  Modem  Hebrew.  No  previous  knowledge  necessary. 


Modern  Hebrew  for  Intermediate  and  Advanced  Students 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,8,  15 
7:30-8:30  pm 
Instructor,  Varda  Hubara 


Hebrew  Texts  for  Hebrew  Speakers 

Mondays,  October  27;  November  3,  10,  17,  24;  December  1,8,  15 
6:30-7:30  pm 

Instructor,  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz 

Study  of  Hebrew  texts  for  Hebrew  speakers  [Israelis  and  others  fluent  in  Hebrew], 


$  ©  Contact  the  Office  of  Lifelong  Learning,  at  212-369-2600  ext.  140. 

Advance  registration  and  payment  required.  Members:  $50  per  trimester;  Non-members:  $75  per  trimester. 


PLAZA  JEWISH 

COMMUNITY  CHAPEL,  INC. 

serving  the  New  York  Jewish  Community 

]]cuiman  and  ^evenlhal 

j)udcUca\ 

\  GlaMM  kf,  Jd&lrn 

630  Amsterdam  Avenue  (at  91st  St.) 

CATERERS,  INC. 

125  East  85th  Street,  NYC,  NY  10028 

New  York  City  (212)  769-4400 

Appointed  Caterers  To 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue 

(212)  722-4271 

Andrew  Fier,  President 

50  East  87  Street  New  York  City 
(212)  427-7912 

See  our  display  in  the  lobby  of  P.A.S. 

www.pasyn.org 
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When  one  loves  tzedakah  and  justice,  the  earth  is  filled  with  God’s  loving-kindness.  — Psalm  33:5 


Cantor  Abramson's  Discretionary 
Fund 

Anonymous  gift  in  honor  of  Cantor  Abramson's 
daughter  Arielle's  trip  to  Israel. 

Congregational  School  Fund 

The  Ezra  Family,  in  honor  of  Benjamin  Ezra’s 
birthday. 

High  School  Food  Pantry 

Ruthie  Ezra,  wishing  a  speedy  recovery  for  Mr. 
Maurice  Shabi. 

Richard,  Elaine  &  Sam  Green,  in  honor  of  the  Bat 
Mitzvah  of  Rachel  Felice  Lander. 

The  Lander  Family,  in  honor  of  Myra  Freed's 
birthday. 

Ellie,  Mort  &  Alex,  Mackof,  in  honor  of  Myra 
Freed 's  birthday. 

Adriana  &  Robert  Mnuchin 

Library  Fund 

Joanne  Davis,  in  memory  of  Bertha  &  Samuel 
Victorsohn. 

Alice  Harris,  in  memory  of  her  beloved father 
Michael  Mortman. 

Albert  &  Rachel  Murad 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 

Doris  &  Henry  Murad,  in  memory  of  Kenneth  Peress. 
Dr.  Howard  Murad,  in  memory  of  Chris  Bar’s  mother. 

Prayer  Book  Fund 

Harriet  &  Herb  Feiwel,  in  memory  of  Marlene  Brick. 
Sydney  Silberman,  in  loving  memory  of  his  wife 
Rosalind  Grossman  Silberman. 

Synagogue  Offerings 

Albert  Appel,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Morris 
(Dick)  Appel. 

Andrew  &  Marcy  Barkan,  in  honor  of  their  10th 
anniversary. 

Richard  &  Shirley  Benowitz,  in  honor  of  their 
anniversary. 

Dr.  Ronald  Bland,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Rose  Bland. 

Dr.  Matilda  Brust,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Samuel  Joseph  Buchbinder. 

Robert  Ceisler,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Bonnie  &  Clive  Chajet,  in  memory  of  Jerrod  Siegel, 
brother  of  Enid  Fisher. 

Wallace  Chavkin. 

Wallace  &  Esta  Chavkin,  in  honor  of  their 
anniversary. 

Sherry  Cohen,  in  memory  of  Marie  Edelsbourgh,  a 
dear  friend. 

Florence  K.  Edelstein,  in  honor  of  Jeffrey  Marshall 
Edelstein’s  birthday  on  August  10th,  and for  a  speedy 
recovery. 


M.  Neville  &  Roberta  Epstein,  in  honor  of  their 
anniversary. 

Bernard  Feinberg,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Libby  Feinberg. 

Martin  Fischer,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Frances  Fischer. 

Barbara  Freitag,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Audrey  Heller. 

Sarah  A.  Gelber,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  brother 
Mordohay  Azary>ad. 

Maxine  Gilbert,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Abe 
Senter. 

Dr.  Andrew  Goldberg,  in  memory  of  his  beloved 
stepfather  Anshel  Goldberg. 

Dr.  Linda  Grad,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Mark  Mintzer, 
husband  of  Beverly  Mintzer  and  father  of  Matthew 
Mintzer. 

Dr.  Linda  Grad,  in  memory  of  Gertrude  Starr,  mother 
of  Michael  Starr. 

Dr.  Linda  Grad,  in  memory  of  Allan  Kamel,  husband 
of  Debra  Kamel. 

Charles  Greenberg,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Esther  Grenberg. 

Hannah  Greenberg,  in  honor  of  Sylvan  J.  Greenberg 
on  his  birthday,  and  becoming  a  great  grandfather 
on  his  birthday. 

Marsha  &  Avi  Itzikowitz,  in  honor  of  the  Bris  of  their 
twin  boys. 

Barbara  Julie,  in  loving  memory  of  her  father,  Martin 
Goodman  on  his  45th  Yahrzeit. 

Dr.  Neal  Kaplan,  in  memory  of  his  beloved father 
Samuel  Kaplan. 

Linda  Klempner,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Fred  &  Dora  Kooby,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
Diane  Koones,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Sidney  Cohen. 

Diane  Koones,  in  loving  memory  of  a  cherished 
friend  Ruth  Druss. 

Judith  Laor,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Eliahu  Laor. 

Leona  &  Alexander  Leon,  in  observance  of  the 
Yahrzeits  of  Gussie  Benjamin  and  George  Leon. 

Rose  &  Jack  Less,  in  honor  of  the  arrival  ofLaila 
Faye,  daughter  of  Ranett  &  Joe  Barr. 

Frieda  Leszkowitz,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Abraham  Mandelbaum. 

Ketty  Setton-Levantrosser,  in  memory  of  her  beloved 
mother  Rivka  Medini. 

Joan  Levine  Levenson,  in  honor  of  Mildred  Levine 
Finkel,  mother  of  Joan  Levine  Levenson. 

Linda  Levine,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Harry 
Rothman. 

Marian  Levitt,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Dr.  Sylvia  Liff,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Andrea  Lustig,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Barbara  Baumann. 

Helen  U  Lyon,  in  loving  memory  of  Marie 
Edelsbourgh. 

Diana  Mathes,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Alex 
Mathes. 

Arnold  Midlarsky,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father 
on  his  Yahrzeit. 


Robert  Miller,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father 
Hyman  Miller. 

Martin  Milston,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Ruth  Milston. 

Mendelle  Milston,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Max  Noble. 

Mendelle  Milston,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Boscea  Noble. 

David  Mitchell,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Florence  Mitchell. 

Steven  &  &  Beth  Moses,  in  honor  of  their 
anniversary. 

Felice  Muchnick,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Morris  Greenberg. 

Blossom  Peretz,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Shirley  Rinzler. 

John  &  Rachel  Philipp,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
Dr.  Brian  Pollack,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  sister 
Doris  Roberts. 

Jacklynn  Price,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
David  Morgenstern. 

Robert  Price,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Richard  Samuels,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Dorothy  Samuels. 

Martha  Sasmor,  in  fond  memory  of  Judge  Louis  I. 
Kaplan. 

Martha  Sasmor,  in  loving  memory  of  Rabbi  Judah  & 
Hadassah  Nadich. 

Florence  Seligman,  in  loving  memory  of  her  husband 
Benjamin  D.  Seligman, 

Florence  Seligman,  in  memory  of  her  beloved 
mother-in-law  Sophie  Seligman. 

Dr.  Gloria  Shafer,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Charles  Siegel. 

Cantor  Rena  Shapiro  &  Philip  Herman,  in  honor 
of  Ellyn  &  Lawrence  Mittman's  30th  wedding 
anniversary. 

Esther  Silver,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Joel  Silver,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  brother-in-law 
Reuben  Sklaver. 

Carol  Silverstein,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Betty  Chepenik. 

Sisterhood  of  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  in  memory  of 
Marie  Edelsbourgh,  a  beloved  member. 

Frances  H.  Stewart,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Ilse  Hahn. 

Ray  &  Nancy  Treiger,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
Dr.  Renee  Waldinger,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Dr.  Janet  Weisberg,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Morris  Weisberg. 

Elaine  Weitzman,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother 
Anne  Samet. 

Esther  Woolf,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Celia 
Barasch. 

Marlene  Zausner. 

Welfare  Fund 

Michael  S.  Cohen,  in  memory  of  his  father  Herbert 
A.  Cohen. 

Patricia  Fuchs,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father 
Jacob  Prashker. 
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A  Look  Ahead 


Sunday,  November  2  I  7:00  pm  I  Voices  of  our  People  Concert 


Friday,  November  7  I  after  services  I  Shabbat  Dinner  I  $© 


November  10-13  I  Book  Fair 


Thursday,  November  20  I  7:30  pm  I  WEG  presents  author  Lisa  Kogen 


Sunday,  November  23  I  Vicki  K.  Wimpfheimer  Mitzvah  Day  2008 


Wednesday,  December  10  I  7:30  pm  I  location  tbd  I  YCG  "Latke  &  Vodka"  Party 


January  23-24,  2009  I  Annual  Shabbaton 


Saturday,  February  28,  2009  I  7:30  pm  cocktails  I  8:30  pm  Dinner  Dance  I  ParkAvenue  Synagogue  Gala  2009 

— Honoring  Amy  A.  B.  Bressman  and  Celebrating  our  Community 


Get  all  the  latest  news 

&  information  from  P.A.S.  right  at  your  desk! 

Sign  up  for  our  confidential  e-mail  list — your  e-mail  address  will  not  be  shared  with  anyone — and  learn  about  everything  going  on  at 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  You’ll  get  regular  updates  of  services  and  events;  notification  of  changes,  and  news  about  your  congregation. 

Just  send  an  e-mail  to  Lynn  Schneider,  at  lschneider@pasyn.org,  and  she  will  take  care  of  everything. 


